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As the new year comes in, 
the real fightback must start 


earchlight was founded by people who were, 

and in most cases still are, internationalist. We 

have worked with like-minded people and being 

part of Europe came naturally to us. We have 

worked with many individuals beyond Europe: 
from the US, Canada, Australia, Chile and South Africa, as 
well as countries that have emerged from the former Soviet 
Union. These days we also work with the mighty Japanese 
anti-fascist movement. 

Today we face large numbers of the enemy — fascists and 
far right activists — from elsewhere in the world who are 
now working in Britain, bringing with 
them the experience of being active 
rightwingers in their own countries. 


We made a major submission 


The good news is that in the first few months of 2019 
Britain will play host to a series of anti-racist and anti-fascist 
demonstrations and conferences. Readers should check the 
monthly bulletins from Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 
— for which you can sign up using the form on page 2 — and 
see our website searchlightmagazine.com for updates and 
details of forthcoming events. 

Meanwhile, Searchlight Research Associates hopes 
to hold a launch event in London soon for our joint oral 
history project of postwar anti-fascism with our partners 
from the University of Northampton. 

Last September we made a 
major submission to the All Party 
Parliamentary Group on Hate Crime, 


They come not only with experience to the All Pa rty Pa rli amenta ry which is looking at the state of the far 


but with hatred. 


right in Britain. 


Our major editorial alerts to this G roup on Hate Crime ' which Many other bodies working against 


danger have often been pushed to the 


hate crime also took part in this 


back of what should be a key part of is looking at the state of the exercise, but it seems to be taking a 


Britain’s anti-fascist agenda. So we 


have reached out to anti-fascists from far right iN) B ritain. But it 


long time to get any news about the 
parliamentarians’ view on what has 


abroad who have settled here and, : been submitted. 
with them, have built up a picture of besa ms to be taking a long Maybe they are too taken up with 
the enemy presence. time to g eta ny news about Brexit and, rightly, the demand 


Meanwhile some key people in a 


for a second referendum on EU 


number of anti-fascist, anti-war and the par liamentarians’ view on membership. The first referendum, 


anti-racist groups have virtually turned 


a blind eye to the regimes in Syria, Iran What has been submitted 


and Turkey, and their news agencies, 
which pose a threat to exiles who 
have settled here. Most of all they have been silent about 
the subversion, paramilitary training and murders being 
conducted on Russian president Vladimir Putin’s orders. 
We have already seen the way our government has tried to 
lock up British nationals who joined the Kurds in their heroic 
struggle against the bloody Syrian and Turkish regimes. The 
Turkish government is pumping funds and security personnel 
into Britain. Video footage exists of Turkish thugs attacking 
exiles on the streets of London in broad daylight and then 
playing host to leading British far right extremists. 
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with the Leave campaign’s huge slush 
fund, might at some stage be declared 
invalid after the police investigation 
into who funded it, as at least a good 
amount of donations that helped the Leave side squeeze a 
small victory were illegal. A smack of cowardice appears 
to be pervading parliament about the legitimacy of what 
actually took place during the campaign. 

But the coming year must above all be one where a real 
fightback starts against fascism and the far right. We wish 
all our readers a happy new year for 2019. @ 


Gerry Gable, editor 
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By Gerry Gable 


‘Millennial Woes’ and 
EDL founder Marchini 
at TBG’s festive social 


By George Brennan 


Alt-right YouTube ranter Colin Robertson - better known as 
“Millennial Woes” - was the guest speaker at the annual Christmas 
social of the Traditional Britain Group on 15 December. It attracted 
upwards of 80 attendees representing the great and good, the young 
and old of Britain's far and extreme right and all very respectable it 
was too: sightings were made of a small coterie of the London cell of 
Generation Identity but interestingly enough Ben Jones, leader of its 
British group, was not there. 

Ann Marchini, a wealthy property speculator and one of the original 
funding supporters of the English Defence League alongside Alan Ayling 
(alias “Alan Lake”) has been keeping a low profile of late, but was present 
at the meeting. In recent years she has been keeping company with Ayling 
and Anne Marie Waters, the leader of For Britain. 

That evergreen of the right, Sam Swerling, was also there, making 
disgruntled interruptions during Robertson's speech. 

A significant number of younger identitarian activists and former 
London Forum members were also present among the usual suspects. 
One assumes that the high turnout was mostly due to Robertson's crowd- 
pulling appeal, with the young outnumbering the old. The TBG does appear 
to be changing its demographic support base in this respect. 

Analysis of its Facebook postings over the past 12 months indicates a 
change of tack with significantly more posts with a shock “in your face” 
aspect that would appeal to a youthful audience - although this has also 
resulted in the group having its main Facebook page taken down. 

So what did Robertson have to say? Significantly he applauded the 
work of GI both here and on the continent, suggesting its actions were an 
element of a new way forward in a “war” that was being fought. His speech 
was very much a Call to arms without actually advocating violent action. 
When one audience member asked for his views on the forms that direct 
action might take in this war, he refused to answer. 

The invitation for Robertson to speak at this event reflects the TBG's Th d t 
strategy of rebranding itself as a hub for the far and extreme right - ousa ni Ss ur ri 
replacing the now defunct London Forum - coupled with a conscious 
realignment to a new and extended demographic support base. 

Voices of dissent from Robertson's remarks among the TBG's old guard 
did not go unnoticed and there were moments when one sensed TBG vice 
president Gregory Lauder-Frost was on the defensive, especially when A major march and rally against hate took place 


By Gerry Gable 


Robertson appeared to criticise gatherings such as the event he was at. in London on Sunday 9 December 2018. Its 
Robertson cut an isolated figure with his unkempt appearance. Apart from composition reflected our growing numerical 


a small number of his YouTube followers in the audience, he was outside his strength. The day should go down in the history of the 
comfort zone. But outside the TBG he does have a significant following and fightback against the forces of violence and hate. 
is well connected in alt-right circles nationally and internationally. Our fightback against the recidivist criminal “Tommy 
Robinson” (real name Stephen Yaxley-Lennon), UKIP 
See feature, page 12 for more on the TBG's activities leader Gerard Batten and their supporters, including far 


right groups, fascists and Nazis from abroad, saw them 
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out in opposition to Tommy Robinson 


outnumbered and broadened our cause. Two key factors 
were the national commitment from the TUC and the 
presence of young people. 

The march from Broadcasting House and through the West 
End was led by a large group of women with a banner strung 
out in front of them. It reflected the true face of our country — 
they were black, white, brown, Asian, Arab, gay and straight. 
The more robust sections of the march were made up of 
mostly youngsters of a similarly diverse ethnic and racial mix. 

Unlike previous occasions when Tommy’s roadshow hit 
town, there were few football hooligans to be seen. At one 
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Anti-fascists take 


to the streets, 
while a small 
group of thugs 
fails to make an 
impact 


point, a small bunch of these Nazis tried to intimidate the 
main march, screaming racial abuse and, in almost kamikaze 
style, trying to physically attack marchers. It was all over in a 
couple of minutes with the Nazis pleading with the police to 
rescue them, which they did promptly and not too gently. 
Wherever the far right has tried to appear over the last 
months of 2018 they have been confronted by growing 
numbers of well organised anti-fascists and anti-racists. 
Around the country on campuses the US chief alt-right 
honcho Steve Bannon, found himself treated to abuse from 
both students and staff where he has turned up to speak. 
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UKIP turns right for 
Tommy Robinson 


Gerard Batten’s UKIP has come together with ‘Tommy Robinson’ and his street 
movement in a development that echoes the successful strategy of Germany's far 
right AfD party and its links with Pegida. Tash Shifrin and Martin Smith investigate 


march of thousands 

led by “Tommy 

Robinson” and UKIP 

leader Gerard Batten 

marked the first outing 
of a new project for the far right in 
Britain — bringing together a racist 
street movement and what was once a 
traditional electoral party, UKIP. 

The move marks a new direction for 
fascist Tommy Robinson (real name 
Stephen Yaxley-Lennon) and a sharp 
turn for UKIP, which under previous 
leaderships had sought to keep a 
distance both from fascist organisations 
and from street movements such as the 
English Defence League. 

But the new direction is not 
unprecedented in Europe. The move 
closely echoes the strategy of the 
far right Alternative for Germany 
(AfD) party, which built its size and 
influence through the anti-Muslim 
racist street movement Pegida. 

The sharp turn is also producing its 
own contradictions, with former leader 
Nigel Farage at the head of a clutch of 
senior UKIP figures who have resigned 
over Batten’s tie-up with longstanding 
fascist street activist Robinson. 

The march on 9 December 2018 
also came against a backdrop of a 
resurgence of the far right in Britain 
over the past 18 months — and the 
dangerous growth of fascist and 
far right parties across Europe and 
internationally. Our analysis here is 
of the Tommy Robinson-UKIP event. 
Opposing it was a large, united anti- 
fascist counterdemonstration (see 
Gerry Gable’s round-up, pages 6-7). 
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The Tommy Robinson-UKIP 
march set off from Hyde Park Corner, 
past parliament to the rally site in 
Whitehall — with this just the latest of 
a series of far right demos that have 
focused on the location so symbolic of 
political power in Britain. 

We counted the demonstrators 
as the march set off, when they 
numbered over 7,500. More groups 
joined the demo on route and a 
further 400 or so people were waiting 
for it in and around Whitehall. 

The march was organised and 
disciplined, with stewards continually 
holding back the front ranks to 
ensure it remained tightly packed 
throughout. It was lively and 
confident. 

Wave after wave of “Oh Tommy, 
Tommy” chants made it clear who 
had brought the lion’s share of the 
demonstrators. But throughout the 
march there were Home Counties- 
type UKIP supporters. 

UKIP activists peddled their 
“Join UKIP” cards, and there were 
UKIP placards and flags as well as 
union jacks. A few marchers had 
appropriated the hi-vis vests of the 
French gilets jaunes protestors. 

At the head of the march Batten was 
joined by UKIP peer Lord Pearson 
of Rannoch. They both seemed 
completely at ease marching alongside 
obvious fascists and Nazis. 

On the march we identified a 
number of British National Party 
and National Front members. There 
was also a small band of people from 
Anne Marie Waters’ For Britain 


party. For Britain has now become 
home to a number of leading former 
BNP figures, including Eddy Butler, 
architect of the Nazi party’s “Rights 
for Whites” campaign. 

Most prominent of the fascist 
hardcore were the Nazi members of 
Generation Identity (GI) carrying very 
visible yellow and black lamda flags. 

Also present were the conspiracist 
White Pendragons, Donald Trump 
supporters and a marcher carrying the 
flag of “Kekistan” — a fake country that 
is a regular motif on the international 
far right. There were also a number 
badge sellers, including one who sold 
badges displaying the words “Ban 
Islam” and a death’s head reminiscent 
of the Nazi SS Totenkopf symbol. 

Apart from repeated Tommy chants, 
there were chants of “Brexit now”, the 
more hostile “We want our country 
back” — a traditional racist chant - and 
“May is a banker, Corbyn is a wanker”. 

In the build up to the “Brexit 
Betrayal” march it was clear that 
both Robinson and Batten believed 
they could capitalise on the anger 
surrounding Brexit, capture a position 
as leaders of a mass Brexit movement 
and win over a large tranche of new 
supporters. In this they clearly failed. 

But although there was no sudden 
spike in numbers, the demo succeeded 
in consolidating Robinson’s support 
and bringing it behind the new project 
— the tie-up with Gerard Batten and 
UKIP. And while the summer’s Tommy 
Robinson events were a general 
racist free-for-all, this was a demo 
that required a level of interest and 
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commitment to a more specific political 
demand. Robinson himself admitted 

at the rally that he has not previously 
campaigned around Brexit, but against 
what he terms “the Islamisation of 
Britain”, ie anti-Muslim racism. 

The march has also secured 
Robinson’s place as the de facto 
leader of Britain’s far right street 
movements. This has been made 
easier by the implosion of the Football 
Lads Alliance and the apparent 
decline of the Democratic Football 
Lads Alliance, which looked as if its 
outing in October might be its last as a 
mass organisation (see box, overleaf). 

So marginal is the DFLA now that 
several of its key supporters spent the 
day lurking around central London 
trying to attack anti-fascists. 

In his rally speech Robinson 
outlined the shift in his tactics 
and strategy. “You can’t solve the 
problems of Islamisation without 
getting out of the European Union... 
thanks to Gerard Batten and Nigel 
Farage this has become possible. 
While I have been in prison I have 
thought long and hard about this 
issue. We can’t just be on the outside. 
We have got to work on the inside.” 

Robinson urged his supporters to 


Winter 2019 


Tash Shifrin 

and Martin 
Smith write 

on the Dream 
Deferred website 
dreamdeferred. 
org.uk where 
you can find their 
series of reports 
on the new far 
right movement 


join UKIP and hinted, “One day I will 
be sitting among the MPs.” He sees 
the limitations of solely building a 
street movement. 

He is clear about the potential 
of power on the streets, telling the 
crowd: “What you’ve witnessed from 
the media and establishment this 
week is fear. They fear this. They fear 
a movement that can be politicised 
across this country.” 

But he now wants to use his street 
army to build an electoral machine. 


Direction 


In order to achieve the same goal as 
Robinson, Batten is bending UKIP 

in the opposite direction — from an 
electoral party towards the street. 
UKIP began as a hard right split from 
the Conservative party. 

Farage built it up through a turn to 
racist far right populism, seizing on 
anti-immigrant themes to take it toa 
level where it looked set to become the 
third party in British politics. 

Despite his racism, Farage steered 
clear of any association with fascism 
or potentially violent street activity, 
barring former BNP and EDL members 
from UKIP’s ranks. But since the Brexit 
vote, the party has hit a decline. Now 
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Batten hopes that by aligning himself 
with Robinson and his supporters in a 
further sharp turn he can rebuild UKIP 
from the bottom up. 

Since the Brexit referendum UKIP 
has been in freefall. At its height in 
2015 its membership reached a peak 
of nearly 46,000. The month before 
Batten took over the reigns of the 
party in December 2017 it stood at 
just over 20,000. 

The Brexit crisis and Batten’s 
strategy of openly courting the far 
right appears to have reversed the 
party’s decline. In July 2018 UKIP’s 
membership increased to 24,000 
members — an increase of 3,200. The 
polls also show 3% to 5% support for 
UKIP — modest, but an improvement 
on the 1.8% UKIP got at the last 
general election. 

However UKIP has played a heavy 
price for Batten’s turn. The joint 
demo, plus Batten’s appointment of 
Robinson as an advisor on “grooming 
gangs and prisons”, has appalled 
senior figures in the party. 

Farage has resigned from the party 
as has former leader Paul Nuttall. 
MEPs Patrick O’Flynn, Bill Etheridge, 
William Dartmouth and Jonathan 
Bullock have all quit over the Tommy 
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Robinson link. In all more than half 
of the 24 UKIP MEPs elected in 2014 
have now resigned. 

Farage and Nuttall may complain 
about Batten’s turn. But they were 
both responsible for UKIP’s move 
away from a single issue, hard Tory 
pressure group into a racist populist 
party that adopted anti-immigrant 
and Islamophobic policies. Batten, 
however, has stepped much further 
along the path. 

Both Batten and Pearson are 
longstanding Islamophobic activists. 
Batten attended a “Counterjihadist” 
conference in 2007 organised by the 
European offshoot of the EDL’s backers, 
the US-based Center for Vigilant 
Freedom. He has also admitted to 
meeting EDL founder and political guru 
“Alan Lake” (real name Alan Ayling). 

Pearson notoriously invited Dutch 
racist populist leader Geert Wilders to 
the House of Lords for a showing of 
the Islamophobic film Fitna in 2009, 
prompting an early EDL demo in 
support. 
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Over the past year Batten has 
flirted with the various far right street 
movements, meeting the leaders and 
speaking at their marches and rallies. 
He has called Islam a “death cult” 
and called the prophet Muhammad 
a paedophile. This is a deliberate 
attempt to entrench UKIP further 
inside the far right camp. 

Batten wants to portray himself as a 
great populist leader, something that 
was made crystal clear when the chair 
of the rally introduced him as Gerard 
“bulldog” Batten. His speech at the 
rally focused on urging people to join 
UKIP. To big cheers he bragged that he 
had “got Tommy to talk about Brexit”. 

He is also maintaining a typical far 
right populist’s stance as someone 
supposedly outside the system, 
declaring his aim to “take votes away 
from the treacherous and treasonous 
political class”. 

Batten, Robinson and Pearson — 
who also spoke at the rally — were 
bolstered by other UKIP figures 
including disgraced former Tory 


Robinson and 
Batten together 
on the platform at 
the Whitehall rally 


MP Neil Hamilton. Another notable 
presence at the rally was Carl 
Benjamin, better known as Sargon 
of Akkad, a foul far right YouTube 
broadcaster with a following of 
864,000 subscribers. 

Benjamin, who is notorious for 
sending a rape tweet to a Labour 
MP, is virulently Islamophobic and 
misogynist. Last February, during a 
livestreamed broadcast, the depths 
of his racism were exposed when he 
accused commenters of “acting like a 
bunch of niggers”. 

He has also joined UKIP recently, 
along with a number of other far right 
YouTube personalities. His role at 
the event was to reinforce a level of 
general far right ideology. 

The speakers’ list was notable for 
the absence of major international 
speakers, although Lubomir Volny, 
an MP from the Czech Republic’s far 
right Freedom and Direct Democracy 
(SPD) party was present. 

This lack of international clout maybe 
linked to the absence from proceedings 
of Raheem Kassam, the well connected 
international far right fixer with close 
connections to Donald Trump and 
European fascist and far right figures 
and formerly worked for Nigel Farage. 

Kassam had compered the Free 
Tommy rallies over the summer but 
has openly disagreed with the Tommy 
Robinson-UKIP tie up. Publicly he 
has suggested that he thinks Robinson 
is more useful to the far right as an 
independent disruptive force and street 
leader rather than as a UKIP member. 


Since the fall of the BNP, the far 
right in Britain has undergone many 
organisational changes. There have 
been attempts to repackage its ideas 
and policies in order to win over wider 
audiences. 

A key development from 2009 was 
the growth of the EDL, the anti- 
Muslim racist street movement led 
by Robinson. He and several of its 
other key figures were former BNP 
members, but the organisation was 
also inspired by fanatically anti- 
Muslim “Counterjihadist” activists, 
including “Alan Lake”. 

The EDL never succeeded in getting 
an electoral vehicle off the ground, 
although it did try, and was eventually 
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defeated after huge mobilisations 

of anti-fascists and local people 
confronted it and prevented it from 
marching in a series of key encounters 
in east London. 

Now Robinson and Batten’s UKIP 
are bringing together an existing 
electoral organisation with a street 
movement. 

The combination of an electoral wing 
and a street fighting wing is a dangerous 
one — this is the classic fascist strategy 
pioneered by Hitler and Mussolini. But 
there are more recent examples of how 
the far right can move between electoral 
and street movement routes. 

Street movements in Germany 
and Hungary have prompted the 
development of electoral parties such 
as the AfD in Germany, which grew 
substantially out of the racist Pegida 
movement, and the Nazi Jobbik in 
Hungary, which retains links with a 
paramilitary wing. 

If UKIP re-emerges as a serious 
force on this basis, it would signal a 
much more dangerous prospect than 
the Farage party. 

The closest model for Robinson 
and Batten is the AfD and the street 
movement Pegida. The AfD was 
formed in 2013 as a rightwing, 
conservative Eurosceptic party while 
Pegida was an Islamophobic street 
movement launched in October 2014. 

Between 2014 and 2015 Pegida 
held a number of huge street protests 
aimed against asylum seekers. The 
founders of Pegida were influenced by 
the rise of the EDL — and Robinson 
later made a failed attempt to form a 
branch of Pegida in Britain. 

The German Pegida was a foul 
racist soup, in which members of the 
hardcore, Hitlerite NPD party and other 
Nazis mingled with fascist football 
hooligan gangs and softer racists. 


In 2015 the AfD made a sharp turn 
to the right, drawing into its ranks 
Pegida supporters and members of 
other Nazi-type groups. Today the 
AfD has 92 MPs in the Bundestag, 
the German parliament, and is in 
second place in two of the regional 
parliaments with strong showings 
elsewhere. 

The AfD has also shifted from 
general racist populism towards 
politics that are much closer to 
fascism, following a series of splits 
and internal faction fights. The 
hardline elements of the AfD, centred 
around co-leader Alexander Gauland 
and Thuringia-based Bjorn Hocke, are 
now in control of the party. 


New ground 


A similar development in Britain 
would break new ground. Never 
before in British history has a 
parliamentary party broken towards 
the right and joined forces with a 
fascists and far right street thugs. 
This is a dangerous and very worrying 
development. 

From its very inception this new 
formation is going to be very unstable. 
UKIP is already deeply divided 
between those members who want to 
focus their energies on winning over 
rightwing Tory voters and those who 
want UKIP to adopt a more aggressive 
racist agenda. Robinson and his 
supporters joining UKIP will only 
exacerbate those tensions. 

Of course, just like its far right 
predecessors, this formation could 
easily implode. 

But the objective conditions — 
against a background of austerity, 
political chaos and the rise of the far 
right internationally — make it possible 
for this type of party to take hold. The 
stakes have just got higher. e 


Young UKIP alsoturns right 


Bart Claes, president of the youth wing of Belgian fascist group Viaams 
Belang, and speakers from Germany's AfD were guests at UKIP’s Young 
Independence youth conference in November. 

Also on the speakers list were Carl Benjamin (“Sargon of Akkad”) and 
fellow far right YouTuber Mark Meechan, who goes by the name Count 
Dankula. Meechan was recently convicted of hate crime for videos in which 
he encouraged a pet dog to raise its paw in the Nazi salute in response to 


statements including, “Gas the Jews”. 
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Bad day for DFLA 


The Democratic Football Lads Alliance’s demo on 
13 October 2018 turned out to be a bad day for the 
far right racist organisation made up of football 
hooligan firms - and a good day for anti-fascists. 
The DFLA was outnumbered by the forces of two 
counterprotests, one organised by Stand Up to 
Racism and a Unity anti-fascist demo. And anti-fascists 
successfully blocked the DFLA’s march route, causing 
the far right demo to break up in disarray at the end. 
The DFLA’s turnout was around 1,500 - much 
smaller than the FLA’s two big London demos in June 
and October 2017, and smaller even than its outing in 
Manchester in June 2018. There was a large mobilisation 
by West Ham's hooligan firm. But this was not matched 
by the other London firms. And despite the DFLA's 
strategy of holding marches in the Midlands and north of 
England, it has not built from these as it would have liked. 
Without the impetus of a major event, such as the 
London Bridge attacks that prompted the formation 
of the FLA, the footsoldiers are less keen to turn out. 
And without the ability to bring all the hooligan firms 
together, the basic premise behind the DFLA is lost. 


Tensions 


Political differences and strategic tensions within the 
group also came to the fore. The DFLA’s base covers 
a range of broadly rightwing views and has mobilised 
around the unifying theme of anti-Muslim racism. 

From the start, we have seen hardcore Nazis, ex-EDL 
members, former BNP and National Front activists 
attempting to win support within the DFLA. But much of 
the DFLA’s support - while attracted by Islamophobia, 
general racism and hatred of the left - is less committed. 

Without a hard ideology to hold it together, the 
DFLA’s formation is particularly unstable. Tensions 
over strategy exploded into the open on the march. 

While the leadership had planned a disciplined silent 
march the DFLA rank and file was frustrated by this. 

When anti-fascists on the Unity demo blocked the 
DFLA route on Pall Mall, the far right march broke up 
in disarray, with a large section breaking away to try 
(unsuccessfully) to attack the anti-fascists. Only a few 
hundred made it to the Downing Street destination. 

It is not clear where the DFLA will go from here. One 
section wants a less controlled outlet, with unannounced 
demos and a more openly threatening and violent 
stance. By contrast, leading members of the DFLA 
circulated a statement after the demo “calling on the 
DFLA to enter into talks with the following Patriots to 
discuss the possibility of creating a united party”. They 
want to create a far right political alternative. Compared 
with the movement around Tommy Robinson, the DFLA 
on its own looks increasingly marginal. 


m Read a longer version of this story at is.gd/DFLAflop 
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Katie Hopkins 
on the platform 
of the Traditional 
Britain Group 


Twist on tradition 


There was an attempt at glamour at the Traditional Britain Group's annual meeting, with the 
usual stale, pale men of Britain's far right augmented by a media celebrity and minor stars 
from Austria’s Freedom Party and Germany's AfD. George Brennan reports 


edia “personality” and former Sun and 
Daily Mail columnist Katie Hopkins 
was an unusual celebrity speaker at 
the 2018 annual conference of the 
Traditional Britain Group, joining 
keynote speakers from Germany and Austria. The far right 
gathering convened on 20 October in the relatively plush 
surroundings of the Charing Cross Hotel, central London, 
utilising one of the large conference rooms on the first floor 
plus an adjacent dining area. 

Compared with past conferences the turnout for this was 
significantly higher, with a headcount of approximately 
150 present. Among the faithful gathered was a small 
contingent from Generation Identity. It is no coincidence 
that the TBG attracts members from GI. The launch of 
GI UK came at the 2017 TBG conference at which Martin 
Sellner, leader of GI Austria, spoke. This was followed 
by a well choreographed Islamophobic banner drop on 
Westminster Bridge. 

However, the relationship goes back even further: in 
2013 Markus Willinger, another Austrian and author of a 
key GI text, gave a TBG conference address. The leader of 
GI UK, Ben Jones, was a 2018 conference attendee and, 
we are reliably informed, has also been a regular at TBG 
events. Photographic evidence shows him having been 
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Katie Hopkins 


finds a new 
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the TBG annual 
meeting 


present at the February 2015 event held at the Lansdowne 
Club with Roger Scruton, former editor of the far right 
Salisbury Review. Jones has been significantly active 
recently, leading study circles in London, Birmingham, 
Manchester and Bath, focusing on French New Right 
philosopher Guillaume Faye’s Why We Fight. 

This latter volume is published by Arktos Media of which 
Gregory Lauder-Frost, TBG founder and vice president, is 
the UK head. It should be noted that Arktos will soon be 
publishing the Swedish translation of Roger Scruton’s 2014 
book, How to be a Conservative (see box, overleaf). 


Distance 


Other members of GI present at the TBG annual meeting 
included Charlie Fox, who now appears to have assumed 
the mantle of regional lead for GI in London. Jordan 
Diamond, aka James Windsor, who was in the entourage 
of Anne Marie Waters at the 2017 conference and also 
appeared in the GI UK launch video, was in attendance but 
appeared to be keeping a distance between himself and 
the other members of GI for reasons unknown. However, 
Windsor’s support for TBG has been voiced on his GAB 
social media page, where he recently posted a series of 
photos taken at the TBG event. 

Following the conference, the GI contingent went to a 
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neighbouring pub along with other attendees and were 
seen to spend considerable time in discussion with one of 
the conference speakers, Armin-Paul Hampel, the foreign 
affairs spokesman for the Alternative for Germany and 
a member of the German parliament — we will return to 
Hampel later. 

Two planned speakers had pulled out of the event. 
The first was James Thompson, former senior honorary 
lecturer in psychology at University College London. In 
2015-16 Thompson hosted the London Conference on 
Intelligence events, which attracted a motley crew of 
neo-Nazis, white supremacists and Holocaust deniers and 
which has been described as a “eugenics” conference. 


Pressure 


The reason cited by Thompson for his withdrawal from the 
TBG meeting was “considerable pressure” being exerted 
from various quarters. The TBG declined to provide 
any further information on the source of this pressure. 
However, it was more forthcoming in relation to the 
second speaker to pull out, Stephen Pax Leonard. Leonard 
was formerly a fellow of Exeter College, Oxford. Having 
trained as a linguist at Oxford, he subsequently held a 
research fellowship at Trinity Hall, Cambridge. He is now 
a research fellow at the University of Durham. He is the 
author of several books on the Scandinavian and Arctic 
regions, specialising in linguistics and ethnography. 
However, the Arktos connection comes into the frame 
again as he is also published by this company. Travels 
in Cultural Nihilism provides a series of ranting essays, 
criticising multiculturalism with an Islamophobic thread 
running through them. The Ideology of Failure, a more 
recent work, is a critique of identity politics and “political 
correctness” seen through the eyes of a far right ideologue. 
The TBG initially made an announcement on its website 
criticising Leonard’s withdrawal in no uncertain terms. 
“Dishonourably, Leonard gave us barely 48 hours’ notice 
of his withdrawal from his long-standing booking, which 
was not enough time to source a like-for-like replacement,” 
it said. “This retreat appears to have been in no small part 
caused by activist students barely out of short trousers and 
playing at journalism.” But a recent search of the website 
shows this comment has now been removed. Could this 
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be due to the fact that Leonard is published by Arktos and 
Lauder-Frost is the head of Arktos UK? 

John Kersey, formerly “professor John Kersey” and 
also a former co-vice president of the TBG, returned to 
the conference following a short period of sabbatical 
leave from the group. Before the end of his stint as co- 
vice president, rumours were circulating questioning the 
authenticity of his academic qualifications, namely a doctor 
of education title awarded or purchased online from Saint 
Regis University. 

A recent search of Kersey’s website shows that all 
references to this qualification have been removed. It was 
somewhat ironic, therefore, that the subject of Kersey’s 
somewhat pompously delivered conference speech 
was education and in particular an overview of “the 
stranglehold of the left in education and its impact upon 
our intellectual culture”. 

Next came the somewhat rambling Richard Lynn. 


‘This is our time,’ Hopkins declared. ‘We 
will not let this country fall. We will get 
furious and we will fight back for Britain, 
for a traditional Britain’ 


Janice Atkinson 


MEP spoke at the 
TBG meeting. 
She is pictured 
here at an event 
earlier this year 
in support of 
Tommy Robinson 


Despite the incoherence and lack of any apparent structure 
in his presentation, which used as visual support a 
projected Word document, he received rapturous applause 
from those assembled, especially from the likes of Andrew 
Moffatt — a former National Front member, political 
secretary to Holocaust denier David Irving and British 
National Party economic spokesman — and Matt Tait, 
administrator of the white supremacist and antisemitic 
Western Spring website. 

Lynn is a former professor emeritus of psychology at the 
University of Ulster, although this title was withdrawn by 
the university in 2018, and assistant editor of Mankind 
Quarterly, which has been described as a “white 
supremacist journal”. Lynn addressed the audience with 
his theories, which seek to associate race and national 
differences with intelligence. 

In recent years Lynn has been a frequent speaker at 
conferences hosted by the US-based white supremacist 
publication American Renaissance but this was his first 
appearance at a TBG event. 

In 1995, Lynn was quoted by the media watchdog 
group Fairness and Accuracy in Reporting as saying, 
“Evolutionary progress means the extinction of the less 
competent. To think otherwise is mere sentimentality.” 
This and other similar messages could be identified as 
underpinning concepts of his 2018 TBG conference speech. 

Katie Hopkins closed the morning schedule with a talk 
entitled, “The fight for Western culture”. So what did 
Hopkins give us? “This is our time,” she declared. “We 
will not let this country fall. We will get furious and we 
will fight back for Britain, for a traditional Britain.” This 
was typical of the populist angle of her talk, peppered here 


Searchlight | 13 


Photo: Nick Ullmann 


Photo: Austrian parliament / SIMONIS 


eee Ee ee ie Re or eo i oe ee te er a ae Lae ee re oe te ea a ee hl a 


and there with the occasional shock-value expletive and a 
stream of Islamophobic comments. 

The afternoon session commenced with Janice Atkinson, 
the former UKIP but now independent MEP and vice 
president of the Europe of Nations and Freedom group in 
the European Parliament. She spoke on the subject of “The 
EU, the ENF fightback and the migrant crisis”. Following 
her expulsion from UKIP for an expenses fraud, Atkinson 
now relies on the ENF for expenses. 

Her speech attacked progress on Brexit, voiced the 
expected support for “Tommy Robinson” (real name 
Stephen Yaxley-Lennon) and finished with a foul rant 
directed against the trans community and Muslims. 

There was a change of gear next with TBG president Lord 
Sudeley discussing his own family heritage and that of the 
country by way of an introduction to his newly published 
book, Peers Through the Mists of Time, which argues for 
the importance of including the hereditary principle in our 
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system of governance. This was relatively safe material in 
comparison with the rants of Atkinson and Hopkins. This is 
the danger posed by TBG: the likes of Lord Sudeley present 
an image of respectability founded on “traditional values” 
but beneath this veneer lies a group that vehemently 
supports the eugenics of Lynn, the supremacy of the 

white race and the provocative actions of groups such as 
GI, which has assumed the mantle of the now proscribed 
National Action and seeks to fracture communities with 
the false notion of the “great replacement”. 

The evidence is there to be seen and the danger posed 
by TBG online, through its support for far right extremist 
causes, has been evidenced in recent months by its official 
Facebook page being taken down on numerous occasions 
and the subsequent banning of four of its editors. The TBG 
is a catalyst for a range of voices and groups operating 
on the fringes and beyond of the far and extreme right. 
The silencing of its voice by Facebook is testament to the 
danger it poses to our communities. 


Investigations 


The two final speakers were invited guests from Austria 
and Germany. The first speaker was Armin-Paul Hampel, 
the AfD foreign affairs spokesperson, who previously had 
a distinguished career as a journalist and film producer. 
Despite being portrayed as a law-abiding German 
traditionalist, Hampel has been the subject of police 
investigations in Germany. 

On 9 October 2017, Hampel’s house and a branch of the 
Lower Saxony AfD were searched by the Liineburg Public 
Prosecutor’s Office on suspicion of fraud to the detriment 
of his party. As to Hampel’s far right credentials, these go 
beyond the policies of his party. In 2016 at the Working 
Group for German Politics, Hampel gave a lecture that 
was cited in a Schleswig-Holstein constitutional protection 
report as having “rightwing extremist aspirations”. One 
can see why he may have relished his post-conference 
conversation with members of GI. 

The second to take the stage was Johannes Hibner, 
who was for many years foreign affairs spokesperson 
for the Freedom Party of Austria (FPO) in the Austrian 
parliament. He now works as a lawyer on behalf of 
the FPO. Considering the frequent support for Putin’s 
repressive regime expressed on the TBG Facebook page 
it comes as no surprise that the group now provides a 
platform for the FPO, which has political connections to 
Russia and has been an apologist for that regime in the 
past. 

Of direct relevance in this context is a visit made in 2012 
by Johann Gudenus, vice-mayor of Vienna, and Hiibner 
to meet Chechen dictator and Putin appointee Ramzan 
Kadyrov in Grozny. After the meeting, Gudenus said he 
was “convinced that there is no political repression from 


The TBG is a catalyst for a range of voices 
and groups operating on the fringes and 
beyond of the far and extreme right 


Autumn 2018 


PTET HEHEHE EE EEEE EERE EEE EEE EEESEREEESE EEE EEEEEESEEEEESESESEEEEEEEEEEEE DEERE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEE EEE ED 


Kadyrov against opposition members”. This seems to 
somewhat contradict the facts as they present themselves: 
a wave of Chechens seeking asylum in Austria commenced 
in 2007 as a result of human rights abuses committed 
by Kadyrov and his regime against opposition figures in 
Chechnya. 

As a result of the FPO’s election successes it should 
be noted that its participation in the Austrian federal 
government will be likely to shift Austrian politics to an 
even more pro-Kremlin and sanctions-critical “neutral” 
position. This brings us to Hiibner’s TBG address, which 
focused primarily on the political situation in Austria 
and the impact of that on his party. He spoke of possible 
alliances and, most significantly, of forming links with 
parties in Poland and Italy as a means of moving far right 
ideology forward and transforming theory into practice by 
no uncertain means. 

The TBG is providing a forum for fascists and far 
right activists from across Europe to network, making it 
easier for them to create the sort of mutually supportive 
international alliances they crave. 


The AfD’s 
Armin-Paul 
Hampel was a 
key international 
guest speaker 
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Scrutinising 
Scruton’s pals 


By Gerry Gable, Searchlight editor 


Peter Hitchens’s column in the Mail on Sunday on 
11 November outdid itself. it was headlined “An 
intellectual giant hounded by nasty fools”. But 
why should Hitchens jump to Sir Roger Scruton’s 
defence? 

The fact is that Scruton has been twice rewarded by 
the British establishment in recent times: in 2016 with 
a knighthood and at the beginning of November 2017 
by being appointed head of the government's new 
Building Better, Building Beautiful Commission. This 
led to an outcry because of an essay he had written 
expressing antisemitic views. 


Forced 


This was not the only recent government appointment 
of a person with extreme views: in January 2018 Toby 
Young was forced to resign from the board of the 
Office for Students, just days after he was given the 
role with the higher education regulatory body. 

Young, who is a champion of Free Schools - 
although a Free School he set up himself failed - had 
attended the 2017 London Conference on Intelligence 
at University College London, alongside supporters of 
the racial eugenics policy of the Third Reich. 

Scruton has written over 50 books on philosophy, 
art, music, politics, literature, culture, sexuality and 
religion and edited the glossy far right journal the 
Salisbury Review for 18 years after its inception in 1982. 
In February 2015 he addressed a TBG meeting in 
Mayfair on British national identity. 

Now the world’s leading Nazi publishing house, 
Arktos Media, is about to release a Swedish 
translation of Scruton’s 2014 book, How to Be a 
Conservative. Arktos also peddles a number of books 
by Hitchens. Could there be a bit of mutual back 
scratching going on? 
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A working class hero 


ax Levitas, who passed away 
in November 2018 at the age 
of 103, had a long history of 


fighting racists and fascists — as well as 
bad landlords and other scourges of the 
working class. 

He was a veteran of the 1936 Battle 
of Cable Street, where Oswald Mosley’s 
Blackshirts were defeated. 

Max’s family came to Ireland, where he 
was born, from tsarist Russia, moving to 
Britain when Max was a child. Wherever 
the Levitas family moved they were 
active in fighting for better housing and 
conditions for the working class. 

After Cable Street Max helped to support 


London’s East End. These tenants had 
been targeted for recruitment by Mosley’s 
fascists. Persistent and often dangerous 
campaigning meant they could be pulled 
away from fascism, bringing them into the 
fight and winning against the landlords. 
Max was elected as a Communist Party 
councillor in Stepney, now part of the 
London Borough of Tower Hamlets. 


Recognition 


On Max’s 100th birthday, Irish president 
Michael D Higgins sent him a letter 

of recognition for his and his family’s 
contribution “to the cause of labour and 
the cause of liberty in Ireland, in Britain, in 


Last year Max, who had been very ill, 
was given a comfortable chair and a place 
of honour at the end of the Cable Street 
anniversary event. 

His words of wisdom were still full of 
detestation of fascism and racism, and it 
was a honour to share that day with him. 

We were able to share his 100th birthday 
and the next one with him. It was a joyous 
occasion surrounded by generations of his 
family — and with great music from the 
Irish and Yiddish traditions. 

Below we reproduce part of our coverage 
of what was to be Max’s last Cable Street 
commemoration. 


people living in terrible conditions in 
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Spain and internationally”. 


By Gerry Gable, Searchlight editor 


Nazis send vile hate mail to Battle of 
Cable Street veteran Max Levitas 


on the Cable Street 80 commemoration in October, 
when anti-fascists celebrated the 1936 victory over 
Oswald Mosley’s British Union of Fascists Blackshirts 
and the police, who had been sent to clear the streets 
of Stepney, east London, of the tens of thousands of 
Londoners waiting to stop the Blackshirts in their tracks. 

One of those present both at the Battle of Cable Street 
and at the 80th anniversary commemoration was anti- 
fascist hero Max Levitas, now aged 101. 

Max still lives in the East End and spends much of his 
time at a Jewish day care centre. In the past few years, 
Max has also spoken out and helped to mobilise against 
the English Defence League, when it tried on three 
occasions — each time unsuccessfully — to stage a march 
through the same part of Tower Hamlets that Mosley had 
targeted. 

Contrast Max’s bravery with Robert Best, a cowardly 
Nazi thug who hides behind the alias “SelseyChap” on the 
key Nazi Stormfront website. 

Apparently frustrated by the strength of anti-fascism 
and our repeated victories over the EDL, Best appealed 
on the Nazi website Stormfront to Britain’s remaining 
Nazis to confront the “Communist” commemoration 
rally. It seems none of them could be bothered, so Best 


E lsewhere in this edition of Searchlight we report 


decided instead to harass Max. Best posted two leaflets, 
one to Max’s home and the other to the day care centre, 
full of racist abuse and imagery. Both sported the old 
Mosleyite “flash in the pan” logo, but one was signed off 
by the “New British Union of Fascists” and the other by 
the British Movement. 


Violence 


Both groups are tiny, violence-inclined fans of Hitler. The 
staff at the centre passed the leaflet to the media and a 
member of Max’s family reported the other leaflet to the 
police. Whether the police did anything in response is not 
known. The envelopes both carried a Gatwick postmark 
but Best does not live in the region. The “SelseyChap” 
alias might be a better clue to his whereabouts. 

Max was undeterred and made the most powerful 
speech at the Cable Street rally, to a crowd of around 
2,500 anti-fascists and anti-racists. 

East Enders and longstanding anti-fascists may 
remember another Nazi coward, known particularly 
for being abusive to women: Derek Beackon the British 
National Party’s first and short-lived councillor in Tower 
Hamlets in 1993-94, who used to hang out with a group 
of BNP and other violent hardliners. Beackon and Best 
were bosom buddies in the bad old days. 
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Poland: the fascists 
and the president 


Fascists have organised a huge demo on Poland's Independence Day for years, but 
this time the country's president joined them. Martin Smith reports from Warsaw 


he Independence Day 

march in the Polish 

capital, Warsaw, on 11 

November 2018 was 

a terrifying spectacle 
to behold. I watched it set off and 
it took over two hours to pass the 
starting point. The organisers claimed 
that 200,000 marched — a number 
later confirmed by the police. The 
march was organised by fascist and 
ultranationalist groups, and was the 
largest mobilisation initiated by the 
far right in decades. 


The Polish president, Andrzej Duda, 


spoke at the demonstration. That a 
leading government official would 
address a march led by fascists is 
unprecedented. 

The march was a sea of red and 
white Polish flags, but scattered 
throughout were fascist flags and 
emblems. There were “white power” 
Celtic crosses, falanga symbols and 
the black sun symbol used by the SS 
in Nazi Germany. 

Just before the march set off 
Duda addressed the crowd. “I want 
us to walk under our white-and-red 
banners together and in an air of joy. 
To give honour to those who fought 
for Poland, and to be glad that it is 
free, sovereign and independent.” 

He then led the crowd with chants 
of “glory and praise to the heroes” 
which was followed by the singing of 
the Polish national anthem. 

It was a well choreographed event. 
Duda rewarded the organisers by 


allowing a section of the army to march 


at the front carrying Polish flags. The 
sight of the nation’s army marching 
alongside fascist groups has stirred 
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huge concern among progressive 
people in Poland. All along the route 
men wearing masks set off firecrackers 
and flares, filling the air with acrid red 
smoke. The two most common chants 
were “God, honour, fatherland” and 
“Refugees not welcome here”. Some 
demonstrators chanted, “Pure Poland, 
white Poland!” One old priest told me 
he was marching for “God, Poland and 
family”. 

The key themes of the speeches were 
Polish nationalism, anti-Communism, 
opposition to Europe’s elites and 
hatred of migrants. A number of 
speakers talked about the need to 
restore “family traditions” and oppose 
abortion — already severely limited in 
Poland. Others spoke of the need to 
oppose the “Amsterdam system” — a 
coded reference to LGBT rights. 


The Catholic Church was also well 
represented, priests and nuns happily 
marched alongside people carrying 
Celtic cross flags and skinheads wearing 
Nazi t-shirts. Sections of the church 
are openly backing this rightwing 
movement, they welcome attempts by 
the ruling far right PiS party to curb 
abortion provision and LGBT+ rights. 
They also believe they can win political 
influence and recruit into their ranks 
young rightwing activists. 

The Warsaw Independence march 
has also become a crucible for fascist 
and far right parties across Europe. 
Once again there was a large delegation 
of fascists from Hungary’s Jobbik. 
There were also delegations from 
Italy’s Forza Nuova, the Slovakian 
Nazi organisation Kotleba — People’s 
Party Our Slovakia, and an array of 
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small Nazi and ultranationalist groups 
from across Europe. 

Britain-based members of the 
Polish fascist group Link (Ogniwo) — 
who disturbingly have gained access 
to schools in Britain — also travelled 
to Warsaw for the demo, with a trip to 
a shooting range to use machine guns 
and other automatic weapons planned 
for the day before. Also present was 
a group wearing sweatshirts labelled 
“British Polish youth”, members of a 
fascist front group. 

Depressingly the leadership 
of Solidarity (Solidarno$é), the 
independent trade union, supported 
the march. Some of its members even 
joined the march. Importantly Polish 
socialists and anti-fascists had launched 
a petition calling on the Solidarnosé 
leadership to drop support for the 
fascist-led event. There was a small but 
important anti-fascist demonstration 
held in the city that day. 

This year — as in previous years — 
the march was organised under the 
umbrella of the National Movement 
(Ruch Narodowy — RN), a fascist 
organisation formed after the 2012 
Independence Day march by the 
National-Radical Camp (Obdéz 
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Hardcore Nazis 


were on the demo 
and selling their 
material (above) 


Narodowo-Radykalny — ONR) 

and All-Polish Youth (Mlodziez 
Wszechpolska — MW) groups. On 
the evening before the demo, RN 
hosted a dinner in Warsaw for Polish 
supporters living outside the country. 

The two founding groups are largely 
paramilitary in nature, but after the 
formation of RN they were able to 
gain parliamentary seats, albeit under 
the cover of the populist Kukiz’15 
party. Much of RN’s propaganda and 
bile is directed towards Muslims, the 
left and the LGBT community. It is 
also deeply antisemitic and targets 
Roma people. 

The ONR is the modern successor 
to a pre-war Polish fascist movement 
of the same name. On the march 
many of its supporters wore SA-style 
uniforms while others wore armbands 
or carried flags bearing the falanga, a 
swastika-like sword symbol. 

The other key organisation behind 
the march, the MW, is a fascist group 
that is deeply homophobic, anti- 
abortion and has connections with 
fascist groups across Europe and far 
right elements of the Catholic Church 
in Poland. Its green flags, featuring 
a long sword wrapped in a red and 
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white ribbon, were also prominently 
on display. 

Even more hardline white 
supremacist and Nazi groups were 
on the demo, including the National- 
Socialist Congress, the so-called 
Szturmowcy (Stormtroopers) and 
a small group wearing Combat 18 
t-shirts. A number of teenagers wore 
Death in June band t-shirts that 
displayed the SS logo, the Totenkopf, 
or death’s head. 

Polish football hooligan firms also 
played an important role in mobilising 
for the march. This time the adherents 
of different clubs largely wore Polish 
national colours — although there 
were also team hats and scarves on 
show. There were big delegations 
from Legia Warsawa, Lechia Gdafisk 
and Lech Poznan. 


Every year on 11 November Poland 
celebrates its Independence Day — 
and the 2018 date was even more 
significant as it marked the 100th 
anniversary of independence. It’s 
hard to exaggerate the importance 
of the day in Polish society. It is a 
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All photos: Dream Deferred 
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massive celebration of the creation 
of the modern Polish state and its 
independence from the German, 
Russian and Austrian empires. The 
day is marked by huge parades, 
festivals and church services. 

After the collapse of the Stalinist 
regime in 1989, mainstream political 
parties and the Catholic church led 
the parades and rallies. But since 
2012 the far right have wrestled 
control of the Warsaw march from the 
establishment. The 2017 march sent 
shockwaves across Europe. The police 
estimated that the march attracted 
around 60,000 people — a huge 
increase on the 500 that attended the 
first march organised by the fascist 
groups in 2009. 


joined the demo 
with their flags 
(top right) while 
football hooligan 
crews were 
present (below 
right) as were 
those wearing 
White Power 
symbols (below) 


Battle for control 


In the run up to this year’s march 
there was a major attempt to take 
back control of the parade away 

from the fascist organisations. 

Five days before the march, Hanna 
Gronkiewicz-Waltz, Warsaw’s 
outgoing mayor and a leading figure 
in the opposition Civic Platform (a 
liberal conservative party) announced 
that the march would be banned. 

Within hours, Andrzej Duda — a 
far right populist president who was 
elected on the ticket of the ruling 
PiS party but then resigned his 
membership — declared that the Polish 
state would be organising its own 
march at the same time and along the 
same route as the banned march. 

The organisers’ response was fierce. 
They declared that the march would 
go ahead despite the ban — with such 
large numbers expected to take part, 
the prospect of the state successfully 
enforcing a ban looked highly unlikely 
— and they also launched and won a 
legal challenge. 

After late-night negotiations 
between the fascists and Duda the 
president agreed to back the demo, 
and the fascists agreed to march with 
red and white Polish national flags 
rather than under their own colours 
— amove aimed at keeping the fascist 
symbols, white power signs and other 
paraphernalia that might embarrass 
the government out of sight. 

In the event there were plenty of 
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Slovak fascists 


fascist flags, banners and symbols on 
show and it was quite clear that the 
fascist organisations were leading 

the march. Contrary to reports in the 
Guardian and elsewhere that Duda had 
“taken control” of the march, the demo 
actually saw the fascist tail wagging the 
far right PiS government dog. 

On the day the fascists made it clear 
who was in control. When Duda’s 
group led off the march, the fascists 
held the crowds back leaving a gap 
between Duda’s small group and the 
rest of the march. 

Duda has courted the groups 
behind the march over the past year, 
with the latest conciliatory move — an 
announcement of new laws targeting 
LGBT people — made just a day before 
the demo. But the Polish president 
was effectively forced into backing the 
event, with a ban totally unworkable, 
and his active presence legitimised the 
fascist-led march. 

Each year the Independence Day 
march has grown in size — and so 


have the fascists. While most of 

those who turned out to march are 
not themselves members of fascist 
organisations, the fascist groups have 
shown their capacity to pull huge 
numbers behind them — and to drag 
behind them Duda and sections of the 
ruling PiS. The 2018 march takes this 
to a new and terrifying level. 

The fascist groups are relatively weak 
in electoral terms — although they have 
substantial paramilitary organisations 
— but they are growing both in size 
and confidence. They are aided 
and legitimised by the increasingly 
rightward moves of Duda and the PisS. 

The PiS is becoming more and more 
authoritarian. Since its election victory 
in 2015 it has undermined Poland’s 
independent judiciary, attempted to 
cut the already very limited abortion 
provision, made it illegal to accuse the 
“Polish nation” of complicity in the 
Holocaust and encouraged racism. 

The 2018 Independence Day march 
represents a qualitative advance for the 
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fascists and the far right in Poland. The 
fact that fascists and the far right were 
able to mobilise 200,000 people — even 
on the “soft” basis of celebrating Polish 
independence — should sound an alarm. 
The situation in Poland has parallels 
with Hungary, where the authoritarian 


far right Fidesz government uses the 
hardcore fascist Jobbik — Hungary’s 
second biggest parliamentary party — 
as an outrider for its ever-increasingly 
rightwing policies. 

The size of the Independence 
Day march in Warsaw will give 


introduce even more oppressive laws 
and policies. The PiS wants to use the 
fascist groups and ultranationalists 
for its own ends. But as events 

on 11 November showed, that is a 
very dangerous strategy — one that 
has given the fascist organisations 
themselves a huge boost. 

Anti-fascist activists report that 
RN will try to capitalise on the 
Warsaw march. RN, along with other 
fascist groups, is discussing holding 
more regional demonstrations and 
strengthening its electoral work. 
Finally the Independence Day march 
will further embolden the far right 
and fascists across the world. 


How the day unfolded 


The day began when groups of fascists, football hooligan crews, 
middle class types and priests gathered at the Monument of the 
Home Army and the Polish Underground State in central Warsaw. 

After a Catholic Mass the group of congregants marched to the assembly 
point of the demo. A large group of Polish far right motorbikers attended 
the Mass - joined by members of the Hungarian fascist “Goy” bikers, whose 
name is meant to signal their antisemitism. 

From 12 noon the marchers gathered opposite the Palace of Culture and 
Science, a huge imposing Stalinist era skyscraper. Dotted around the area 
were a number of stalls selling religious and national artefacts. 

But among them were vendors selling Nazi badges and books. One stall 
sold copies of The Camp of the Saints, the favourite novel of former Donald 
Trump aide and international far right activist Steve Bannon, along with 
numerous biographies of Nazi leaders. Another stall sold Holocaust denial 
texts including Carlo Mattogna’s The Myth of the Extermination of the Jews. 

The demonstration finally headed off at 3pm, following a speech by Duda. 
The president and his accompanying dignitaries were in a small group at 
the front of the march. In a carefully orchestrated display of who was really 
in charge, the fascist organisers held back the rest of the demo behind their 
banner. And a rally and music festival was held to end the march at the 
national football stadium. 
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CasaPound 


onthe march 


The Italian fascist organisation CasaPound has been making headlines 
with provocative demonstrations. Alfio Bernabei reports 


rieste, the border town in Northern Italy with 
a long history of belligerent nationalism, was 
chosen by the fascists of CasaPound for a 
national demonstration last November, led by 
men in uniforms carrying the slogan “Italy: 
rise again, fight, win!” Coaches of CasaPound militants 
arrived from its 170 branches — launched over the years 
as a “cultural network” and now developed as a party 
organisation taking part in local elections. 

The choice of Trieste was meant to send out a message 
of fascist resurgence in a notoriously sensitive area that has 
been at the centre of many disputes over territorial control. 
Beginning in 1919, thousands of Italians poured into Trieste 
strengthening a border town that was seen as a stronghold 
of Italian nationalism against the State of Slovenes, Croats 
and Serbs, the internationally recognised political entity 
constituted in 1918 at the end of World War One. The influx 
of Italian fascists, encouraged by Mussolini to defend — and 
possibly enlarge — Italian territory, led to violence on a large 
scale. More than 130 buildings were set alight in the period 
between 1919 and Mussolini’s March on Rome in 1922. 


Demonstration 


ANPI, the Italian National Association of Partisans, the 
main anti-fascist organisation in Italy with over 120,000 
members, asked the national and local authorities to prevent 
the CasaPound demonstration. ANPI noted that the demo 
was timed to hijack Italy’s official ceremony to mark the 
100th anniversary of the armistice, led by the president, 
which was scheduled for the following day, 4 November. But 
the anti-fascists’ call was in vain. 

However, in solidarity with ANPI, other anti-fascist 
organisations joined in a counter demonstration against 
CasaPound. The fascists, with around 2,000 demonstrators, 
were outnumbered by a rally of about 5,000 people. 

Another fascist demo had taken place a week earlier, 
this time in Predappio, Mussolini’s birthplace, on the 
anniversary of the March on Rome. This has been an 
annual gathering that the authorities have been unwilling 
to prevent, although fascists can seen in black shirts 
making the Nazi-fascist salute. 

This year the event made headlines mainly because a 
militant of Forza Nuova — the party of Roberto Fiore — wore 
a t-shirt with the slogan “Auschwitzland” is lettering designed 


22 | Searchlight 


CasaPound 
militants gathered 
in Trieste, 
Northern Italy, in 
November 


to look like the logo for Disneyland. But equally abhorrent 
were the queues outside three shops offering t-shirts and Nazi 
paraphernalia of a similar nature and tone. 

Meanwhile, as reported in the Autumn 2018 issue of 
Searchlight, CasaPound continues to assert its presence 
in London through an offshoot that calls itself Vortex 
Londinium. Last month the London branch of ANPI wrote 
to the Italian Embassy to protest at Vortex Londinium- 
CasaPound militants being invited to attend an official 
ceremony with the Italian authorities at Brookwood 
Military Cemetery, the resting place of Italian prisoners 
of war. The invited militants from Vortex Londinium 
were virtually the same group who last July distributed 
propaganda during the religious ceremony at St Peter’s 
Church in London, the largest community gathering for 
Italians in Britain. 

ANPI London believes that it’s only a matter of time before 
both the Italian Embassy and the Consulate will be headed 
by representatives of the new government of the Five Star 
Movement and the Lega, the party led by Matteo Salvini. It 
is possible that the establishment of a CasaPound offshoot in 
London was timed to prepare for the arrival of officials who 
might be sympathetic towards a movement that intends to 
expand its activities in Britain and elsewhere in Europe and 
create an international platform for itself in future. # 
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n 24 October 2018, 
Gregory Bush drove 
out of Memphis to 
nearby Jeffersontown, 
and randomly shot and 
murdered two black people, Vickie 
Lee Jones and Maurice Stallard, in 
the parking lot of a local grocery 
store. Bush had a history of arrests 
for violence against women and using 
racist insults. He was not known as 
a member or aficionado of any white 
nationalist organisation. Just an 
ordinary white racist American killer. 
On 27 October, in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, Samuel Bowers walked 
into the Tree of Life synagogue during 
Saturday morning services. With semi- 
automatic weapons he murdered 11 
Jewish worshippers and wounded six 
other people, including police officers. 
It is regarded as the deadliest 
antisemitic attack in US history. Bowers 
is now charged with 29 federal crimes 
and 36 state crimes. 


Immersed 


Bowers was deeply immersed in white 
supremacist chat on the internet. Before 
the shooting, he posted about “white 
genocide”, globalism and immigrants. 

The dead will live in blessed memory: 
Joyce Fienberg, Rich Gottfried, Rose 
Mallinger, Jerry Rabinowitz, Cecil 
Rosenthal, David Rosenthal, Bernice 
Simon, Sylvan Simon, Daniel Stein, 
Melvin Wax and Irving Younger. 

On 2 November, Scott Beierle 
walked into a Tallahassee, Florida, 
yoga studio, pulled a gun and started 
shooting. Nancy Vessel and Maura 
Binkley died. Beierle was known for 
his far right and anti-women views, 
and had a history of arrests for 
grabbing women. He had no known 
ties to organisations on the far right. 

These killers were all US bigots with 
high powered weapons. 

In the weeks before the mid-term 
elections, president Donald Trump 
campaigned against immigrants and 
repeatedly lied about a caravan of 
Central American refugees still walking 
its way to the border. He ordered 
troops to the border and repeated his 
calls to build a wall there. His rhetoric 
was heard by the burgeoning private 
militia movement, and several of these 
militias sent their own heavily armed 
white men to the border. 
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Days of horror 


The mid-term elections in the US took place against a 
backdrop of Donald Trump's vicious rhetoric and a horrific 
series of murderous attacks. Leonard Zeskind reports 


A memorial and 
flowers were laid 
in the aftermath 
of the murders at 
Pittsburgh's Tree 
of Life synagogue 


After the elections, Trump dropped 
the topic. But white nationalists 
continued the campaign for him. 

The elections to the House of 
Representatives resulted in the defeat 
of many, but not all, Republican 
Party officials and the emergence 
of a solid Democratic Party hold in 
the House. But the Senate, an upper 
house with six-year terms, remained 
in Republican hands. 

These Democrats were elected on 
an anti-Trump basis and they are 
expected to prevent an unadulterated 
white-ist Republican programme from 
being implemented. 

The results pointed to shifts 
among the electorate. Some suburbs 
populated by highly educated white 
people voted Democrat for the first 
time since before Ronald Reagan’s 
1980s presidency, with women voters 
especially prominent. 

Black people and people of colour 
also voted against the Republicans in 
record percentages. Native Americans 
voted at higher rates than ever before, 
electing a Native American woman to 
a town council in South Dakota. 

In suburban Kansas, a Native 


American lesbian candidate defeated 
an entrenched Republican in a race 
for the House of Representatives. In 
Arizona, a Democrat woman won a US 
Senate seat, the first Democrat to win 
that seat in Arizona since 1976. 


Significant 


One of the most significant races was 
Kris Kobach’s run at the governor’s 
seat for Kansas. Kobach was a 
longtime anti-immigrant activist 

— and he is steeped in money and 
contacts from Holocaust deniers, 
white nationalists and militiamen. 

While he held the Kansas 
Secretary of State position, he also 
worked full time as an attorney for 
one of the major anti-immigrant 
organisations, the Federation for 
American Immigration Reform. He 
was defeated. 

As a result of these elections, many 
moderate Republican office holders 
were defeated, largely leaving that 
party in the hands of the Trump 
followers. They are anti-immigrant 
and more baldly racist than previous 
Republicans. The white nationalists 
have new friends. e 
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After the BNP: what 
the Nazis did next 


The British National Party crashed out of the political scene some years ago, but its 
former leaders are still squabbling over the remnants of its organisation, and some 
have an eye to the future. George Brennan pokes through the remains 


t the end of 2018 

the British far right 
confuses not only 
non-specialists, but 
even many of its own 
members. They are unsure whether 
they are witnessing a dying movement 
or a genuine, dangerous challenge to 
the political mainstream. 

Easiest to assess and dismiss are the 
traditional far right political parties. 
The British National Party still just 
about exists, but there is now open 
conflict between the tiny leadership 
clique who control the BNP’s finances 
and what remains of its activist 
base. Founded in the early 1980s as 
a consolidation of John Tyndall’s 
hardline Nazi faction that had broken 
away from the National Front, the 
BNP became Britain’s only serious far 
right party by the end of the 1980s. 

Under Tyndall the party won a 
council seat in Tower Hamlets, east 
London, in 1993, but then failed to 
build on this potential. Even then the 
BNP had hardly any talented officials 
— Eddy Butler in east London and at 
most two or three others. 

Career criminals, mindless yobs and 
psychopaths continually dragged the 
BNP into the gutter, often fighting with 
each other. Notably the Combat 18 
organisation, originally intended as an 
ultra-violent extension of the party’s 
stewarding and security team, helped 
to split Tyndall’s party, especially in 
London. C18 was heavily infiltrated 
by the British state, mainly with the 
aim of monitoring and controlling the 
British far right’s connections with 
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Ulster loyalist paramilitaries. By the 
end of the 1990s both C18 and the BNP 
were riven with faction fighting. 

The nailbomber David Copeland 
came through the ranks of this divided 
far right fringe, joining both the BNP 
and a tiny Ci8 remnant called the 
National Socialist Movement. In April 
1999 he planted a series of bombs in 
London, killing three people, including 
a pregnant woman, and injuring 140, 
many of them very severely. 

While Copeland had decided the 
BNP was too moderate, most of its 
members were drawing the opposite 
lesson. In that same year Nick Griffin 
ousted Tyndall and began 15 years 
as BNP leader. Griffin’s origins were 
in the weirdest faction of the 1980s 


NF, a strange mishmash of paganism, 
heretical Catholic fundamentalism 
and hero-worship of obscure Eastern 
European Nazis. But in 1999 he 
cleaned up his act and persuaded 
many British Nazis they should do 
likewise. 

For about a decade Griffin’s party 
enjoyed patches of success, mainly 
in areas of traditional “Old Labour” 
hegemony in the north of England 


where voters felt let down by both 
major parties. Dozens of councillors 
were elected and in 2009 Griffin and 
former NF chair Andrew Brons — 
whom Griffin had persuaded to join 
him in the BNP despite their earlier 
differences — were elected to the 
European Parliament. 

But instead of a springboard to 
mainstream political prestige, 2009 
proved to be the beginning of the 
end for the BNP. Longstanding 
disputes over financial irregularities 
and resistance to Griffin’s dictatorial 
leadership style led to his authority 
crumbling. 

In 2014 Griffin was ousted as 
party leader by a group of his former 
cronies including party treasurer Clive 


Despite UKIP’s problems, there is no sign that the 
BNP is remotely capable of an electoral comeback 
— but asmall number of activists still believe that 
large sums are locked up in the party coffers and 
that the BNP name is still worth fighting for 


Jefferson and a new leader, Adam 
Walker, who had been convicted 
and banned from teaching after 
pursuing and threatening three young 
schoolboys with a knife. 
Operating behind the scenes for 
a while alongside Jefferson and 
Walker was former NF student 
activist Patrick Harrington, who 
had travelled with Griffin to Libya 
in 1988 seeking finance for the NF 
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Former BNP 
leader Nick Griffin 
is still holding on 
to his hate 


Winter 2019 


from Colonel Gaddafi’s dictatorship. 
A more secure and lucrative form of 
fascist fundraising was — and still is — 
supervised by Jefferson for the BNP, 
and is now the only activity the party 
is really interested in: persuading 
elderly racists to leave legacies to the 
BNP in their wills. 


Surrendered 


The last BNP council seat was 
surrendered without a whimper in 
May this year, when Brian Parker 
decided not to stand for re-election 
to Pendle council, Lancashire, for his 
seat in the former mill town of Nelson, 
a place typical of the deprived “left- 
behind” areas where Griffin’s party 
briefly made an impact. 

Despite UKIP’s current problems, 
there is absolutely no sign that 
the BNP is remotely capable of an 
electoral comeback — but a small 
number of activists still believe that 
large sums are locked up in the party 
coffers and that the BNP name is still 
worth fighting for. During the autumn 
of 2018 inaccurate reports were 
circulated by Griffin and his bitter 
enemies at the neo-Nazi magazine 
Heritage and Destiny, each claiming 
(wrongly) that Adam Walker had 
quit or been sacked as BNP chair. 
The same story was mistakenly given 
credence by some online anti-fascists. 

The truth behind this false rumour 
is that there is a continuing and 
profound split between Walker 
and Jefferson — the official party 
leadership — on the one side, and the 
few real BNP branches, almost all 
in or near Greater London, on the 
other. Some of the London faction 
are old-style Tyndallite Nazis, such 
as Lewisham’s Tess Culnane, who 
has regularly switched between 
various racist parties and movements 
but is now in the BNP. Others are 
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ideologically closer to the BNP of the 
Griffin era and might prefer a cleaned- 
up and financially accountable version 
of Griffinism. 

The key plotters include two 
ousted party officials, former London 
organiser Steve Squire and Chris 
Barnett, from Eastbourne, who held 
numerous posts towards the end of 
the Griffin era including party web 
admin, and was at one time among 
Jefferson’s closest allies. 

During October and November 
2018 Barnett, backed by Squire 
and other BNP dissidents, some of 
whom still hold party membership 
and even control branches, escalated 
his allegations against Walker and 
Jefferson, threatening legal action. 

He was represented by Essex solicitor 
Robin Tilbrook — who coincidentally is 
leader of a tiny far right party called the 
English Democrats, which has recruited 
disillusioned senior activists from the 
BNP while remaining avowedly “non- 
racist”. 

On Barnett’s behalf, Tilbrook sent 
stern legal letters on 10 October and 7 
November 2018 to Walker, Jefferson 
and two of their associates. Among 
the incendiary allegations against the 
BNP leadership were: 
= “covertly” changing the party 
constitution 
@ wrongly removing members of the 
national executive 


National Party and British Heritage 
Regional Account. The Cumberland 
Building Society accounts are 
allegedly controlled by Jefferson and a 
member of his family. 

The solicitor’s letters ask further 
questions with very serious 
implications, including whether any 
donations and/or membership fees had 
been paid into personal rather than 
party bank accounts, and whether Clive 
Jefferson’s personal bank accounts had 
been scrutinised by BNP auditors. 

On 13 November Barnett, backed by 
Squire, announced he was instructing 
Tilbrook to proceed with court action 
against the BNP’s leaders. He has urged 
BNP members not to resign and not 
to make any public comments, as he 
wishes all these issues to remain private 
among party activists. Searchlight is not 
sorry to disappoint him. 

Some of the BNP branches backing 
Barnett include Croydon, whose 
organisers have their own nice little 
nest-egg from a legacy that was kept 
out of the clutches of head office. 

A likely figurehead if Walker and 
Jefferson are ousted might be Dave 
Furness from Ealing, who took over 
from Squire as London organiser and 
has been given many other jobs in the 
rapidly contracting BNP. 

As ever, many present and former 
BNP members will be wondering 
whether Griffin has one more 


On 13 November Barnett, backed by Squire, 

announced he was instructing Tilbrook to proceed 
with court action against the BNP’s leaders. He has 
urged BNP members not to resign and not to make 


any public comments 


@ failing to hold meetings of the 
national executive or an AGM during 
2017 or 2018 
@ allowing Clive Jefferson to hold 
positions as both treasurer and deputy 
chair, creating a conflict of interest 
@ opening two accounts with the 
treasurer as signatory, which is 
forbidden by the party constitution. 
These disputed accounts are with 
the Cumberland Building Society and 
were opened in the names British 
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comeback left in him. Griffin will be 
60 next March and might decide that 
he prefers an easier life in his present 
role as a front-man for the Eastern 
European schemes of his financial 
Svengali, Ulster businessman Jim 
Dowson, and his old Italian crony 
Roberto Fiore. But if there are still 
serious funds to be milked in all 
those controversial BNP accounts, 
Searchlight readers might expect 
Griffin to return to the fray. 


One reason why Barnett and others 
have spent the past two years plotting 
to take back the tarnished BNP name 
is that no rival fascist party has yet 
established itself as a serious contender. 

Most obviously the NF continues to 
be an embarrassing relic of its former 
self. Most 21st century racist activists 
weren't even born when the NF was 
at its height during the 1970s and the 
party has never truly recovered from 
a series of splits that followed the 
disappointing 1979 general election. 

Today the NF is a quarrelsome 
retirement home for some ex-BNP 
veterans such as former national 
organiser Richard Edmonds, former 
North West regional organiser Chris 
Jackson and octogenarian Kent-based 
businessman Michael Easter. 


Shambling 


The 2018 Remembrance Day 

march to the Cenotaph, once an NF 
highlight, was this year attended by 
only 40 shambling wrecks, many 

of them visibly the dregs of society. 
New NF chair Tony Martin from 
Croydon, Edmonds, and ex-BNP 
youth organiser Kevin Layzell at least 
made an effort, but must have been 
embarrassed by most of the motley 
crowd they managed to attract, 
despite online campaigns to unite the 
post-BNP racist movement behind the 
NF’s tattered banner. 

A fortnight earlier perennial splitter 
Eddy Morrison (now aged 69) had 
gathered some NF dissidents and 
politically homeless drifters for the 
latest in a series of John Tyndall 
Memorial Meetings, held for the last 
decade in Preston, but this year run by 
Morrison in Bradford. Again about 40 
people attended, of a slightly higher 
average calibre than the official NF 
managed in London. One super- 
committed sad case, Welsh Nazi 
Milton Ellis, attended both events. 

Searchlight expects Morrison to 
start yet another new party some time 
in 2019, probably in alliance with 
embittered ex-NF chairman Kevin 
Bryan and ageing thug Simon Biggs, 

a man whose criminal record is too 
shabby even for the NF. 

As always throughout the British 
far right’s inglorious history, some 
of the feuds within what passes 
for its leadership are personal not 
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ideological. The best examples in 

2018 include Eddy Morrison versus 
Jordan Pont (now NF deputy chair), 
Lady Michéle Renouf and Heritage 

and Destiny’s Peter Rushton (who 

both attended Morrison’s Bradford 
bash) versus Holocaust denial singer 
Alison Chabloz, and Julie Lake (another 
Bradford speaker) versus Jack Sen (the 
ex-UKIP candidate with Indian heritage 
who now runs a network of websites 
masquerading as a political movement 
and was recently questioned by Irish 
police for unknown reasons). 

Chabloz was given a two-year 
suspended sentence in June 2018 
at the end of a long trial for posting 
grossly offensive antisemitic videos on 
YouTube. 

Until the later stages of this trial 
her political connections were mainly 
with crank conspiracy theorists and 
veteran antisemites such as her fellow 
musician Gilad Atzmon. But the 
trial drew her closer to the ranks of 
hardcore, organised neo-Nazis. 

Chabloz’s barrister was Adrian 
Davies, who has regularly represented 
leading British Nazis such as Colin 
Jordan, disgraced “historian” and 
Holocaust denier David Irving, and 
even the Cambridge thug Lawrence 
Burns from National Action, a group 
that is now proscribed as a terrorist 
organisation. Davies has twice 
attempted to create new far right 
parties: the Freedom Party in the early 
2000s and more recently the British 
Democratic Party. 


Connections 


The Chabloz fan club attending her 
many court hearings included the first 
ever BNP councillor Derek Beackon, 
veteran Holocaust denier Richard 
Edmonds and younger international 
networkers such as Mick Brooks, 
formerly of the leading far right 
publishers Arktos, along with Paul 
“Stead” Steadman, a Kent-based artist 
and active Odinist. 

Despite her bizarre personal 
feud with Renouf and Rushton, 
Chabloz has increasingly tried to 
build connections with some of 
these courtroom acquaintances. She 
appeared at the NF’s AGM earlier in 
2018 and then turned out with the 
NF to lay a wreath at the Cenotaph 
in November (see box above). The 
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Chabloz marches with NF 


Holocaust denying singer Alison Chabloz, freshly convicted after posting grossly offensive 
antisemitic songs online, turned up at the National Front’s 2018 Remembrance Day demo 
to lay a wreath at the Cenotaph in central London. She is pictured at the event (centre) just 
behind new NF leader Tony Martin - note the White Power badge (inset). Richard Edmonds, 
the veteran British Nazi and former BNP organiser, is on the left 


NF seems a strange choice, however. 
Would you choose a political home 
whose foundations have long since 
crumbled, with the roof letting water 
in and every form of rot evident 
throughout its structure? 

During 2016-17 Chabloz was 
more usually to be found hanging 
out at the London Forum, which 
roughly every two months was 
putting on the British far right’s 
best organised events, usually at 
expensive London hotels. Speakers 
ranged from young luminaries of the 
alt-right to longstanding international 
antisemites such as Paul Fromm and 
Pedro Varela, who is now banned 
from Britain following Searchlight’s 
campaigns in cooperation with the 
Mail on Sunday. 

Suspicious minds within the 
British Nazi scene, including the 
Merseyside gangster and former 
Griffin bodyguard Joe Owens, have 


for years been voicing their suspicions 
about London Forum founder and 
organiser Jeremy “Jez” Bedford- 
Turner, a former officer in the Royal 
Corps of Signals who served in various 
intelligence-connected roles in 
Afghanistan and elsewhere. 

Some of the most vicious campaigns 
against Turner have come from Nick 
Griffin and his ally Jack Sen, while 
more recently Colin Todd of the 
Catholic-leaning fascist newsletter 
Candour has joined the witch-hunt. 

Inconveniently for Turner’s 
paranoid enemies — and even more 
inconveniently for the London 
Forum — the supposed state agent 
Turner was convicted in May 2018 by 
Southwark Crown Court and handed a 
12-month prison sentence for inciting 
racial hatred during his speech at a 
Whitehall demonstration in 2015. 

Despite openly spewing extreme 
and criminal hatred of Jews in this 
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speech, Turner had not at first been 
prosecuted and was not brought to 
court until a Jewish charity — the 
Campaign Against Antisemitism — 
challenged the Crown Prosecution 
Service’s refusal to act. 

Whatever the reasons for 
prosecutors’ earlier failure to act, the 
eventual jailing of Bedford-Turner — 
coupled with other internal problems 
— put the London Forum out of 
action in 2018. In mid-November 
Searchlight heard that Turner had 
been released to a bail hostel. He 
will risk being returned to prison 
if he resumes contact with fellow 
extremists, so it’s unlikely that he will 
be organising any forum meetings 
until his full sentence expires in May 
next year. 

Yet the international networking 
exemplified by London Forum has 
continued. In November several 
Britons including Stead Steadman 
headed to the Netherlands for the 
latest conference of the Erkenbrand, 
which hosted two of the leading 
intellectuals of the alt-right, Greg 
Johnson from the US and Colin 
Robertson from Scotland, better 
known as “Millennial Woes”. 


Expanded 


The Scandza Forum, meanwhile, 
expanded during 2018 to become 

the most important European pan- 
nationalist conference. In April 
Scandza met in Stockholm, again 
with half a dozen British delegates, 
followed by a September conference 
in Copenhagen. Racist author and 
activist Jared Taylor of American 
Renaissance spoke at both events, 
and the much-travelled Greg Johnson 
put in yet another appearance. But 
there were two especially interesting 
additions to the Copenhagen event in 
September. 


Christoffer Dulny, a former candidate 


for the Sweden Democrats — now the 
country’s third-largest party with 62 
MPs — spoke at a Scandza event for the 
first time. Dulny now describes himself 


as leader of the Nordic alt-right and sees 


Scandza as potentially forming a bridge 
between the now mainstream Sweden 
Democrats and more ideologically 
“pure” traditions. 

The speaker who followed Dulny 
was Britain’s own Matt Tait, a former 
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The now-jailed Jez 


Bedford-Turner 
won't be speaking 
in public for a 
while 


Griffinite who co-founded Nazi website 
Western Spring. Tait organised 
training camps in the Brecon Beacons 
for three years, beginning in 2014, 
for a group calling itself first Sigurd 
Legion then simply Legion. Alongside 
pseudo-intellectual fascist ideology, 
these camps included weapons training 
given to the wannabe British Nazis by 
Denis Nikitin, a mysterious Russian 
nationalist who has also spoken at the 
London Forum. 

After being exposed by Searchlight, 
the national press and television, 
Tait has kept a much lower profile 
for the last year or two, especially 
after the home secretary banned his 
old friends in National Action as a 
terrorist group. Yet here he was again 
in Copenhagen at the September 2018 
Scandza Forum event. 

Older colleagues were surprised 
by the contents of his speech, which 
seemed to disparage vegetarianism 
and the green movement, both of 
which many traditional European 
Nazis support. Perhaps young 
Matt has spent too much time with 
US reactionaries, or perhaps his 
obsession with survivalist training has 
led him to believe we should all kill 
animals with our bare hands and roast 
them by the camp fire. 


Bitter recriminations and a split 
within the US alt-right during the 
past two years have had serious 
effects, even in London. As noted 
above, the leader of one alt-right 
faction, Greg Johnson, has continued 
to tour Europe’s conferences as well 
as running his own Seattle Forum, 
inspired by the London Forums 
where he has several times appeared. 
Johnson’s rival Richard Spencer, once 
the most visible alt-right leader, has 
had a tougher time since the 2016 split. 

The Arktos publishing house, 
which was at the centre of the split, 
has remained in the hands of another 
arch-enemy of Johnson’s, wealthy 
Swede Daniel Friberg. One veteran of 
the British far right — jailbird Gregory 
Lauder-Frost — has benefited from 
the split. When Friberg ousted Mick 
Brooks of the London Forum from 
Arktos for his links to the Johnson 
faction, Lauder-Frost stepped up and 
is now head of Arktos UK. 

During 2018 Lauder-Frost’s 
Traditional Britain Group has 
continued to expand its influence 
beyond its fogeyish Monday Club 
origins and now attracts a substantial 
audience spanning UKIP and the 
traditional far right. 

In October 2018 speakers at the 
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TBG’s conference included Sam 
Swerling, the old Monday Clubber 

who used to address the BNP under 
the name Peter Strudwick and has 

had connections with a wide range of 
fascists from Marine Le Pen’s recently 
renamed Rassemblement National 
party to the late Nazi John Gaster. The 
latter was too extreme, even for the NF, 
and died in mysterious circumstances 
in 1998 after making various allegations 
against Italian fascist Roberto Fiore. 

Swerling’s fellow speakers at the 
TBG were the disgraced MEP Janice 
Atkinson, who has managed to be too 
disreputable even for UKIP and is 
now allied to Le Pen, and professional 
controversialist Katie Hopkins, who 
has headed ever further into the far 
right fringe since losing her job as 
a Daily Mail columnist after a libel 
action and is now associated with 
Anne Marie Waters’ Islamophobic 
party, For Britain. 

In the absence of the London 
Forum, regular habitués of the 
forum scene such as Steadman and 
Adrian Davies have praised the TBG 
for continuing to bring old-style 
extremists together with younger 
elements such as some of the crowd 
from Breitbart London. 

What was still unclear at the 
end of 2018 is whether any of this 
networking will lead to practical 
political results. There is a legitimate 
argument as to what in today’s 
world is meant by “practical political 
results”. Is it really more important to 
win a council seat than to obtain tens 
of thousands of YouTube subscribers? 

The simple answer is that we 
don’t know. It’s certainly essential 
for internet companies to face up 
to their responsibilities and remove 
hate material from their servers. 
Even when Nazi organisations are 
utterly marginalised, the existence of 
dangerously inflammatory material 
online can help to incite murder. 

But as to where it leads politically, we 
still don’t know. The biggest political 
danger is that campaign-hardened 
British Nazis are still networking in 
the shadows between the Tory right, 
the remains of UKIP and the various 
forums and conferences that continued 
during 2018. In the short-term the 
most likely group to make some sort of 
electoral impact, if only in a few areas, 
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Anne Marie 
Waters, leader of 
For Britain, which 

is seeking to be 
the next far right 
group to make 
an impact in 
elections 


is the For Britain party founded by ex- 
UKIP leadership candidate Waters. 
Although alongside her fanatical 
Islamophobia she is vociferously 
pro-Israel and claims to be “anti- 
Nazi”, Waters has recruited several 
veterans of the British far right 
including Eddy Butler, who was 
a leading election strategist for 
numerous parties including the NF, 
BNP and English Democrats. During 
2019 and 2020 Butler plans to run 
For Britain campaigns in Essex, Kent 
and outer London with candidates 
including former BNP London 
mayoral candidate Julian Leppert 
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and ex-BNP Tower Hamlets organiser 
Jeff Marshall. As UKIP continues 
to decline, it’s not impossible that a 
splinter group like For Britain might 
make some impact: if so, expect quite 
a few of Butler’s old comrades to flood 
into the party — and don’t expect 
Waters to do anything to stop them. 
Also in 2019 we can expect Bedford- 
Turner and his allies to restart some 
sort of London Forum meetings. The 
challenge for the home secretary will 
be whether they have the courage to 
continue to block international Nazis 
from flying into London to spread 
their message of hate. ® 
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Paul Jackson 


Our regular commentator casts a critical eye over 
the controversial new book on ‘national populism’ by 
Roger Eatwell and Matthew Goodwin 


Questions on racism 


National Populism: The Revolt Against k 
Liberal Democracy 


Roger Eatwell and Matthew Goodwin 
(Pelican, £9.99) 


Roger Eatwe 
i 
Matthew Ganda, 


his new book, which styles itself as a : 

primer on what the authors label “national 

populism”, is already causing controversy 

and stimulating debate. Is the term 

“national populism”, which is not widely 
used in academia, problematic? Is the argument that we 
should listen to — and even adapt mainstream politics 
to — the concerns of this political agenda correct? Is all 
this not simply racism? 

This topic is timely, especially given the rise and 
popularity of Donald Trump, who is discussed in the 
book. Yet when looking at a party like UKIP, which 
grew dramatically but then quickly sank, projections of 
untrammelled success can also feel exaggerated. Are parties 
such as the Alternative for Germany and Italy’s Lega, and 
leaders such as Trump, Nigel Farage, Geert Wilders and the 
various Le Pens really the future for politics? 

Stimulating debate seems to be a prime concern of the 
authors, who are keen to alert their readers to what is 
identified as a fundamental shift in Western politics, one 
that demands new responses. While fascism is now dead, 
and older far right parties were only ever really marginal, 
they show how a successful new trend of national populism 
is taking a variety of forms in differing countries. This also 
represents a serious threat to liberal values. 

National populism is not like Nazism, nor is it particularly 
racist, the authors stress, and so efforts to dismiss its 
agenda using such labels are not effective. Rather, national 
populism taps into the legitimate anxieties of a wide sector 
of the electorate who have genuine concerns that need to 
be addressed. As such, the recent successes by national 
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populists have been a long time coming and are 
not going away any time soon. There is much to 
agree with here, but also some problems. 
Eatwell and Goodwin both have a strong track 
records of significant books. Eatwell’s Fascism: 
A History remains a classic general survey of the 
phenomenon. It argued that fascism succeeded 
in the interwar years as it offered nationalists a 
positive vision of an alternative Europe, neither 
capitalist nor communist. There are echoes of this 
argument in this book too — national populists are 
noted for their ability to connect with an electorate 
because they also offer a vision of an alternative and 
are not simply a protest against something. 
Goodwin has written a number of books on the 
rise of the British National Party, the growth of UKIP 
and the Brexit vote. Intentionally or otherwise, he 
also courts controversy. He recently proposed a public 
debate originally titled, “Is rising ethnic diversity a threat 
to the West?” — speaking alongside Eric Kaufmann, Claire 
Fox, Trevor Phillips and David Aaronovitch. This provoked 
a major response from academics (myself included) who 
disagreed with this needlessly provocative framing of a debate 
on migration and race. To their credit, Goodwin and others 
eventually agreed there was problem and changed the title. 
For Eatwell and Goodwin, the roots of the growth of 
the national populism phenomenon are found in what 
they identify as the four “Ds”. The first is “Distrust”. Many 
citizens of modern liberal democracies now look to the 
political elites in mainstream parties and fail to see people 
they identify with or trust. Instead, these distrustful 
voters now look to outsiders, those who express a similar 
cynicism with the political mainstream and offer a radical 
alternative. National populist politicians do not necessarily 
have to be “the same” as such voters — so Trump can flout 
his wealth and not be viewed as out of touch. 
Related to this is “Dealignment”. Voters are losing 
their traditional loyalties to established parties and are 
experimenting with new political forms. As established 
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parties seem less appealing, there is space for upstart parties 
to capitalise. The moderate left has been the most notable 
loser in this process, the authors note. One issue that could 
have been explored further is how the breakdown of the left 
has led to an opening up of this space for the right. 

The third D is “Deprivation”. While many national populist 
supporters do not face immediate economic collapse, and 
some are prospering, they share a belief in their relative 
deprivation — that the economy does not work in their 
interests and that they are losing out somehow. National 
populist policies offer alternative economic arguments 
that counter the mainstream consensus, from greater 
protectionism, to lower taxes, to Brexit. What is important 
in explaining how these ideas connect is that they offer a 
solution to the sense of being left behind. Paradoxically, it 
sometimes seems national populist supporters are willing to 
accept an economic hit if they think this will overcome other 
issues, as shown by those Brexit voters who see leaving the 
EU as more important than short-term economic success. 

The final “D” is “Destruction”, a sense that the national 
identity, and often an ethnic group, is under threat from 
demographic change — an issue often talked about through 
agendas such as immigration and even terrorism. The sense 
of the “threat” of migration to the national community can be 
as potent as actual major demographic shifts, as in Central 
and Eastern European countries where migrant numbers are 
low but this discourse is still potent. 

But it is on the “Destruction” theme that the book is 
awkward rather than authoritative. Eatwell and Goodwin 
are keen to highlight that national populism is not fascism, 
so its politicians are not racist in the way that, say, Nazism 
was focused on a systematic racial worldview. This is true. 
However, to argue that Trump et al are not as racist in their 
discourse as Hitler and other unabashed fascists seems to 
suggest the conclusion that they are not really racist at all. 
Fascists were racist but national populists are not. Here are 
Eatwell and Goodwin discussing Trump and racism: 


[...] while we agree that Trump advocates 
discriminatory immigration policies and is deeply 
xenophobic, as evidenced in a host of provocative 
statements about Mexican “rapists”, Muslim 
“terrorists” and “shithole” countries, he does not fit 
the systematically racist mould [...] 


Perhaps not, but surely Trump is regularly unsystematically 
racist, and this is important to be clear on. 

The authors add that while a minority of national populist 
voters are racist, the majority are offended by the accusation. 
Again, probably true — who likes to be called a racist? But . 
this alone does not mean such people lack racially prejudiced 
views. And there is structural racism in society that national 
populists seek to entrench rather than overcome. 

The book clearly demonstrates that many national 
populist voters are deeply concerned by what Eatwell and 
Goodwin label “hyper ethnic change”, itself a curiously 
hyperbolic coinage. If their concern is about ethnic 
difference becoming more pronounced in society, then 
there must be a prejudicial quality to these negative views 
towards those of a different skin colour. Is this not a 
form of racism? To be clear, to highlight this incongruity 
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is not to argue that these views among voters should be 
dismissed either, especially as Eatwell and Goodwin show 
that many hold such thoughts. 

The problem of failing to critically assess issues of 
race in this politics runs through the book, including the 
ways the authors select their evidence for their claims. 
In a volume full of convincing evidence there are notable 
gaps. In the chapter on Destruction, there is a section 
titled, “Are national populist voters racist?” They answer 
predominantly no. Tellingly, the discussion here cites data 
on those voters to whom the movement appeals in order to 
answer the question, yet the authors choose not to include 
analysis of the views of people from the communities that 
national populists target and portray as a threat. What do 
these sectors of society have to say about discriminatory 
language within the parties that the authors identify as 
national populist? It would be useful to know. Surely, if we 
want to understand whether national populism is racist or 
not, we need to assess these views too? 

Instead, the book argues that the term “racism” is too easily 
bandied about by a radical left engaged in forms of identity 


To argue that Trump et al are not as racist 
in their discourse as Hitler and other 
unabashed fascists seems to suggest that 
they are not really racist at all 


Paul Jackson is 


a senior lecturer 
in history at 
Northampton 
University, 
specialising in 
extreme right 
ideology today 


politics. Highlighting issues of racism in these parties is 
playing the “race card” and shuts down debate. Yet, speaking 
as a reader who does not consider himself particularly radical 
left, this often seems like a straw man position to justify 
dismissing the need to understand the racial prejudices 
clearly found within the movement. It is not just the very far 
left who are concerned about underlying issues of racism 
within such parties, and I would have expected more nuance 
from a book written by leading academics in the field. 

As a historian, while reading the book I also found myself 
reading the Royal Historical Society’s excellent new report 
on racial bias in the history profession — and I strongly 
suggest the book’s authors also do so. This may help them 
consider more fully their own privileged positions when 
engaging with their subject matter. This lack of critical 
awareness on how many people experience national 
populist agendas as racist hampers what is otherwise often 
a clear, well grounded introduction to the field. 

In many other ways, this is a very good primer. The book 
is readable, engaging and has a strong, primarily statistical 
evidence base. The authors also draw on the work of 
Margaret Canovan to help explain the recent failures of 
liberal democracies. Politicians have often focused on 
what Canovan described as the “technocratic” elements of 
politics yet failed to offer voters a powerful “redemptive” 
story. The question it raises for the coming years is: can 
other forms of “redemptive” politics develop to compete 
with national populism, in particular in ways that can 
reinforce rather than undermine liberal values? a 
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Anti-fascists gathered in London to hear a 
range of international speakers appeal for 
urgent action. Cathy Pound was there 


MH here was a more urgent 
~ call for unity at the 
Stand Up to Racism 
- international anti- 

Bete racist and anti-fascist 
conference than in previous years. 
And there was genuinely more 
urgency in the contributions of the 
speakers and attendees. 

Searchlight editor Gerry Gable 
warned delegates at the event in 
October that we were living in the 
most dangerous times since the 1930s 
and that the principles on which 
Searchlight had been founded — 
working across all political traditions 
to unite the anti-racist and anti-fascist 
movement and being intelligence-led 
— were as important now as then. 


Together 


Cornelia Kerth, of the Berlin-based 
Association of Persecutees of the 

Nazi Regime, made it clear that there 
was no place for sectarianism in the 
movement and no excuse not to stand 
together when we know what happens 


if a fascist ideology goes unchallenged. 


Petros Constantinou, from the 
anti-fascist group KEERFA in Greece, 
echoed the warning, reminding 
delegates that Mussolini succeeded in 
Italy as his regime was able to suppress 
a working class uprising because his 
opponents “were not united”. 

Ismahane Chouder, founder of 
the International Forum against 
Islamophobia for Civil Rights, 
in France, spoke of the role of 
institutional discrimination in 
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France and how the far right targeted 
Muslims, women, black people and 
LGBT citizens. The organisation’s 
success in challenging the system 
through self-organisation had made 
it a target of criticism aimed at 
undermining its credibility. 

From Hungary, civil rights and 
Roma activist Sandor Sz6ke outlined 
how serious the situation facing 
Roma people and other minorities 
had become in the Eastern European 
country. The far right Orban 
government was in the process of 
crushing any resistance by branding 
NGOs that provided food and 
clothing as “foreign agents” and was 
creating a new legal definition of a 
demonstration, requiring permission 
if there were “more than two people 
talking in a public space”. 

Conference delegate Austin Harney 
spoke to highlight the worsening 
aggression towards the Traveller 
community in Britain, with children 
suffering discrimination and physical 
attacks at school. Austin called on us 
to offer solidarity and support to these 
vulnerable communities. 


Brazil 


The ascendancy of the far right 

in Latin America was touched on 
throughout the day, with elections 

in Brazil expected to produce a 

win for Jair Bolsonaro, a far right 
presidential candidate who is racist 
and attacks women’s and LGBT 
rights. Bolsonaro was indeed the 
eventual winner. It was noted that the 


Delegates at the 


conference heard 
from speakers 
including shadow 
chancellor John 
McDonnell MP 
(pictured) 


Trump administration in the US was 
supportive of Bolsonaro and the shift 
to the right throughout the region. 

Morning Star journalist Alexander 
Norton said unity and solidarity 
with all anti-racist and anti-fascist 
traditions was needed. Propaganda 
could be useful in amplifying a 
message and might mean applauding 
actions that might fall outside your 
own anti-racist tradition, he said. 

Alexander and others emphasised 
that we needed to allow difficult 
debates to be had and not shut down 
discussions so the best counter 
arguments to far right rhetoric could 
be made. “We cannot mobilise through 
fear. We can only mobilise from a 
position of strength. This means we 
need anti-fascist unity,” he said. 

Liane Groves, from trade union 
Unite’s community section, said when 
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the numbers that the likes of the 
Democratic Football Lads Alliance 
could mobilise reached 15,000 this 
was a wake-up call. The trade union 
movement was responding, she said. 
Unite had responded by dedicating 
time and resources to fight the threat. 
Publicising counter demonstrations 
and putting on transport to ensure 
that there were sufficient numbers on 
the streets was one strategy. 

But she noted that encouraging 
members to come out was not without 
problems when they had seen a trade 
union leader’s bloodied face following 
the Free Tommy Robinson demo in 
July 2018. Briefing people properly 
ahead of rallies was vital, Liane said. 

She added that trade union members 
reflected the wider public and 
workplace education was needed to 
equip union reps with the arguments 
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and confidence they needed to 
challenge members who might be 
repeating far right rhetoric. 

A GMB member spoke from the 
floor to say, “I am an ex-veteran. They 
don’t speak for us. The right will not 
offer the support veterans need.” 

Gerry Gable warned of the extent of 
the international networks and money 
at the far right’s disposal — something 
that meant its reach was often greater 
than ours. “On this very day, as we sit 
united at this conference, there are four 
different meetings or gatherings of the 
far right taking place, some not that far 
away,” he said. 

“The well attended Traditional 
Britain Group AGM is taking place 
today. This afternoon a gathering 
of leading international Holocaust 
deniers is meeting and this evening an 
international meeting hosted by Vortex 


Londinium — the British manifestation 
of the Italian extreme far right group 
CasaPound — is taking place, which will 
be attended by extreme right students 
active in the UK.” 

He added, “Free Tommy Robinson 
supporters are on the streets in 
Manchester with a small presence of 
the far right outside this venue trying 
to gain access.” 

Gerry spoke of the return of an 
emboldened far right with the For 
Britain party set up as an electoral 
platform for Anne Marie Waters 
after her failed UKIP leadership 
bid. At closed meetings, For Britain 
had condoned the use of violence to 
achieve its aims, Gerry said. “You have 
been warned.” 


Duty 


Weyman Bennett, joint convenor of 
Stand Up to Racism, said the movement 
needed to overcome its differences 

and agree a broad-based strategy to 
deal with far right mobilisations. There 
was not only a need to build a mass 
movement across all anti-racist and 
anti-fascist traditions, trade unions, 
faith and local communities but “a duty 
to do so”, he said. 

Where the EDL had come — and 
largely gone — the DFLA and the 
Tommy Robinson movement had an 
international reach, receiving online 
and financial support from the highly 
organised international far right. 

He warned that we were “only at the 
beginning of this battle”. 

Contributors from local anti- 
racist groups spoke from the floor 
about community actions they had 
organised. Speakers called for a “go-to 
group” in each city or region in order 
to organise at short notice. But the 
over-riding message was that we are 
the majority only if we are united. @ 
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The Windrush 


scandal made 
headlines for 
several months 
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lack History Month now 
seems well established in 
Britain, although it has 
only been marked here 
since 1987. This year, the 
celebration of prominent black figures 
in history and the contribution of 

the black community to Britain took 
place in the context of the Windrush 
scandal, 70 years after the arrival 

of the Empire Windrush at Tilbury 
docks. 

Black History Month is celebratory, 
but it exists as a counter-balance to 
the history of repression, slavery, 
emancipation and continuing racism. 
What was then termed “Negro History 
Week” was initiated in the US in 1926 
in the context of segregation and the 
Jim Crow laws. 

The first Black History Month took 
place in 1970, having been agreed 
by the Black United Students group 
at Kent State University in February 
1969 at a time when the Black Panther 
Party was strong and active. In the 
1980s it became African-American 
History Month, reflecting the 
changing language of the struggle. 

In Britain the introduction of Black 
History Month was prompted by 
police brutality and the aftermath 
of the riots in Brixton, Tottenham 
and Toxteth in the 1980s. The 
official Black History Month 
website now incorporates 365 in 
its logo to highlight the fact black 
history should not be relegated to 
one month. 

Local authorities and many 
other institutions take part in 
Black History Month, although 
continuing council cuts have 
reduced input from some local 
authorities in recent years. Events 
have taken place up and down the 
country in schools, libraries, council 
chambers, theatres and art galleries. 

The Windrush scandal has . 
ensured that black history has been 
in the news every day since the 
media finally started reporting on 
individual cases. The first reports 
that people from the Caribbean and 
other Commonwealth countries 
who had arrived in the UK before 
1973 were being threatened with 
deportation if they could not prove 
their right to remain appeared in 
November 2017. 


However, as increasing numbers 
of individual cases began to appear 
in the press during 2018 it became 
clear that the government’s “hostile 
environment” policy towards 
immigrants, which came into force in 
2010, had been impacting on people 
who had every right to remain in 
Britain. It also became clear that the 
Home Office had been warned about 
this and that people had been taking 
their cases to their MPs for help since 
as early as 2013. 

It seems not to have been until 
March 2018 that questions began to 
be asked in the House of Commons 
about individual cases that were 
appearing in the press, which had 
finally brought to light how the new 
immigration legislation and the 
“hostile environment” were being 
implemented. 

A speech in parliament in April by 
David Lammy, the MP for Tottenham 
who is himself of Guyanese descent, 
ensured that the issue could no longer 
be swept under the carpet. Lammy 
requested that the then home secretary, 
Amber Rudd, provide statistics on how 
many people had been denied medical 
care, lost their jobs or homes or been 
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wrongly detained, deported or refused 
re-entry to Britain. 

As Lammy pointed out, when 
people arrived here from the 
Commonwealth in 1948 “they did so 
as British citizens”. Lammy spoke of 
“a day of national shame” and called 


out the far right rhetoric as a driver of 


the harsh implementation of the new 
immigration legislation. 
The 1999 Immigration Act had 
a clause protecting longstanding 
residents from the Commonwealth 
from enforced removal but this was 
removed in the 2014 Immigration Act. 
The destruction of the landing cards 
that provided proof of the Caribbean 
migrants’ arrival, agreed under the 
previous Labour administration 
and implemented in 2010 under the 
current government, left the Windrush 
generation vulnerable once this 
legislative clause was removed. 
Warnings of the potential 
consequences of the clause’s removal 
and the destruction of the landing 
cards had been given to the Home 
Office. It only became clear why 
people with the right to remain in 
Britain were having their citizenship 
challenged when it was 
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This year’s Black History Month took place against the backdrop of the Windrush 
scandal and appalling treatment of people from the Caribbean, writes Cathy Pound 


Windrush andthe 


year of shame 


revealed that the Home Office had set 
targets for deportations — and when this 
was denied, a leaked memo revealed a 
target of 12,800 deportations for the year 
2017-18. As individual Home Office staff 
had been set targets, it was unsurprising 
that the department as a whole exceeded 
its target for 2017-18. 

Further details began to emerge as 
the Home Office, now under Sajid Javid, 
reported on 28 June 2018 that in the 
period between 2012 and 2017 it had 
“mistakenly detained” 850 people and 


“i @ 


= 


st 


fails to get gri 
on Windrush , 


TWoattempts by M. 
lay to 
quell crisis for Tories over 
portations end in faiture 


er 
cs 


This isr 
acis ay 7 
: ‘sm. He was the 
4 eir policies, and it isa 
faman es 


Revealed: 
how Doctor ~” 
Asperger 


paid compensation of over £21m for 
wrongful detention. . 

Figures also emerged showing 
the amount spent on flights for the 
purpose of deportations — amounting 
to £52m for the period 2015-17. 

In the midst of the daily reporting 
of the impact on the Windrush 
generation there was an unexpected 
announcement that Windrush 
Day — long celebrated by the 
Caribbean community on 22 June 
each year as marking the day the 
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Empire Windrush arrived in 1948 

— was to receive official recognition, 
with an annual £500,000 grant. 

The announcement came from 
communities minister Lord Bourne, 
who said the annual celebration would 
help to “recognise and honour the 
enormous contribution” of those who 
arrived between 1948 and 1971. 

The celebration of the Windrush 
generation’s contribution has never 
stood in such stark contrast to the 
lived experience of the Windrush 
arrivals and their 
children at the hands 
of immigration 
officials and the 
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required and offers 
of compensation 
have done little to 
repair the damage to 
people’s lives. The 
number of people 
affected continues to 
rise and many cases 
remain unresolved, 
leaving people 
homeless, without 
benefits or the right 
to work and without 
NHS medical care, 
let alone any access 
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European conference: !No pasaran! 
Confronting the rise of the far right 


Saturday 2 March 2019, 9.30am to 55m 


Bloomsbury Central, 235 Shaftesbury Avenue 
London WC2H 8EP 


ORGANISED by Transform UK @® SUPPORTED by Trades Union Congress (TUC), 
European Trade Union Confederation (eTUC), Global Justice Now, Stand Up to 
Racism, Another Europe is Possible, European Left Party, DIEM 25 UK, Transform 
Europe Network, Espaces Marx, The Monitoring Project, Greece Solidarity 
Campaign, Searchlight Research Associates and others 


SPEAKERS include: Ken Loach @ Christine Blower, NEU @ Marisa Mattias MEP, 
Bloco Portugal @ Professor Tamas Krausz, Hungary ®@ Cornelia Hildebrandt, Germany 


@® Walter Baier, Austria @® Danielle Obono MP, France Insoumise ®@ Tariq Ali and more... 


REGISTER www.prruk.org ® MORE INFORMATION email nopasaran@prruk.org 


